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Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 9:30 AM 
Sunday Childcare 9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
Children’s Chapel during services. 
 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA 
 

CTS Statement of Welcome 
Because we strive to be followers of Jesus, we are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation, committed to anti-
racism and welcoming, affirming, and advocating for 

people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; peoples of 
all cultures, ethnicities, and backgrounds; people of all ages and abilities; and people 
of all social and economic circumstances.  
 

We acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral homeland of the Coast Salish 
people, including the Lummi, Nooksack, and Semiahmoo, who have lived in this region 
since time immemorial. May we live consciously and respectfully, honoring each of 
our neighbors. 
 
 The following spaces are available during Sunday worship for families with children: 

Prayer Ground (0-5 years) and Quiet Room (Right side of the sanctuary), Sanctuary 
seats, and Narthex couches. We ask parents/caregivers to accompany children to 
these spaces. If you would like your child(ren) (birth-4 years) to be cared for during 
any part of the worship service, our staffed childcare room is down the long hallway 
on the right past the church office (follow the blue signs). 

 Restrooms are down the long hallway on the right as you exit the sanctuary. Gender 
neutral restrooms are further down the hallway through two additional doorways 
(follow the blue signs). 

 This worship service is being livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. If you prefer not 
be shown on camera, please sit in the last three rows on the right directly in front of 
the Quiet Room. 

 Information cards can be found in the seat pocket in front of you. If you are visiting us 
today or have a prayer concern, please fill one out and return in the offering basket. 

 If you have a prayer request to be spoken aloud during worship, please write it in the 
prayer journal just outside the sanctuary doors. 

 Hearing assist devices are available from a sound board operator. 
 

 Use this QR code for electronic giving:  

 
 

 Please silence your phones to fully enter into this holy space. 

 We welcome you to wear a nametag (choose either plastic or stick-on at the table 
by the door), including pronouns if you wish. 
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Baptism of Our Lord 
Mass of the Desert Liturgy for Holy Communion 

 

Gathering 
 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

The presiding minister invites all to make the sign of the cross +, the sign marked at 
baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our darkness and our light, our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ through the waters of baptism, we are clothed in God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Therefore, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you spoke the amazing diversity of the world into being; 
you brought forth light in rainbow colors, you brought forth varieties of seeds and 
trees, you brought forth animals of every size and kind, birds of the air and fish of 
the sea. 
 

And lastly, you brought forth humanity in your own image, of all colors and in many 
sexual identities, people able-bodied and people with disabilities; and, having called 
forth creation and recognizing your image reflected in myriad ways, you took delight 
and called it good. 
 

Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his family. By the Jabbok 
river, you wrestled with Jacob, named him Israel and gave him a holy limp. At the 
Red Sea, through Moses, your stuttering servant, you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom on dry land. At the River Jordan, your Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  
 

* When you see this asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.   
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By water and your Word, you claim us as your children, heirs of your promise and 
hope for the world, servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of this water that sustains life, and above all we thank you 
for the gift of new life received in the resurrected body of Jesus Christ. 
By your grace, shower us with your Spirit, renew us in your forgiveness, embrace us 
in your love. We give you honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

During the hymn, water will be sprinkled on the congregation by children and youth 
to remind you of your baptism. 
 
* Opening Song                                 Only By Grace                                           G. Gustafson 
 

Chorus 
Only by grace can we enter, only by grace can we stand; 
Not by our human endeavor, but by the blood of the Lamb. 
Into Your presence You call us, You call us to come. 
Into Your presence, You draw us, and now by Your grace we come, 
Now by Your grace we come. 
 

Bridge 
Lord if You mark our transgressions, who would stand? 
Thanks to Your grace we are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. 
 
* Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

* Lord Have Mercy  
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* Glory to God 

                                                                                                                 (continued next page) 
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* Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray: 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 
their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
 

All Children are invited to come forward to hear the children's message. Following the 
message, children ages 3-8 are invited to Godly Play Children's Chapel for wondering, 
song, prayer, and story response activities. Parents are welcome to accompany their 
children to chapel time. Follow our Children's Ministry team to the Godly Play Atrium. 
Children return to the sanctuary during the passing of the peace. 
 
Today’s Children's Message is:          Jesus’ Baptism                           Pastor Muriel Otto 

 

Children’s Blessing  
(hold your palms up with blessing hands to raise the children to God)  
Go in peace, have fun, and learn. Amen. 
 
        
First Reading                                 Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
A reading from Isaiah.  
 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; upon 
whom I have put my spirit, to bring forth justice to the nations. 2Not crying out, not 
lifting up his voice, not making it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed my servant will 
not break, nor quench a dimly burning wick, but will faithfully bring forth justice. 4My 
chosen one will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the 
earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created 
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from 
it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the 
Lord; I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 
who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 
my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
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Psalm 29                                                                                                              arr. B. Drewes 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading                          Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from Acts 
 
34Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every people anyone who is God-fearing and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to God. 36“You know the message God sent to the  
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John  
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how Jesus went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that Jesus did both in  
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God 
raised Jesus on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but 
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to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42Jesus commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about Jesus that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

* Gospel Acclamation 

 
* Gospel Reading                           Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 
13Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 
all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just 
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to Jesus, and he 
saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon                                                                                           Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
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* Song of the Day                                  Living Waters                                          Getty, Cash 
 
Verse 1 
Are you thirsty? Are you empty? Come and drink these living waters. 
Tired and broken, peace unspoken, rest beside these living waters. 
 

Verse 2 
Christ is calling, find refreshing, at the cross of living waters. 
Lay your life down, all the old gone, rise up in these living waters. 
 

Chorus 
There's a river that flows with mercy and love, bringing joy to the city of our God; 
There our hope is secure, do not fear anymore,  praise the Lord of living waters. 
 

Verse 3 
Spirit moving, mercy washing; Healing in these living waters. 
Lead your children to the shoreline, life is in these living waters. 
 

Verse 4 
Are you thirsty? Are you empty? Come and drink these living waters. 
Love, forgiveness, vast and boundless, Christ, He is our living waters. 
 

Ending 
There our hope is secure, do not fear anymore, praise the Lord of living waters. 
 
 

BAPTISM OF BLAKE JAMES ROGERS 
 
Presentation 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 
for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors Rich and Ardelle Gronquist: We present Blake James Rogers for baptism. 
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Blake, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
be baptized into Christ? 
 

Blake: I do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Blake in the Christian faith as you are empow-
ered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in commun-
ion with the church? 
 

Sponsors Rich and Ardelle Gronquist: We do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Blake and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ? We do. 
 
*Profession of Faith 
 
Along with the congregation, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 
and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead, 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Baptism 
 
Blake, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain Blake with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the awe of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blake, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
 
Blake, let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeem-
ing word to all the world. 
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* Prayers of God’s People 
 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole hu-
man community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.  
A brief silence. 
 

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us 
in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who 
proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us 
an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of 
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from 
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those 
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are 
grieving or ill. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve 
Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers 
and those who are homebound. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who 
have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor Jana Schofield: Continue to comfort, heal, and lift up those who have asked 
for our prayers. By the promise of your presence, bring your healing love to: loved 
ones of Kathy, loved ones of Doris, loved ones of Sheri, loved ones of Joan, loved 
ones of Jim, as well as Don, Pat, Vera, Carol, Anna, Troy Faith, Ken, Jeri, Maxine, 
Tisch, Dave, Walt, Emily, Lily, Tariq,  Nathaniel, Amy, Judy, Bill, Jerry, Beth, Donna, 
Don, Ruthann, Jennifer, Karen, Michael, Bonnie, Anita, Trudy, Marian, and our 
friends in Honduras and at Gardenview Tiny Homes.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Intercessions from the prayer request book near the usher’s station are shared. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
* Sharing God’s Peace 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Respecting the boundaries and honoring the consent of our neighbors, share a sign 
of God's peace with those around you with the words "peace be with you" and/or a 
handshake or gesture of peace. 

 
Meal 

 
Offering              
Thank you for your generous gifts to this ministry in response to God’s grace.  
Use the QR code on p.2 to give electronically. 
 
 
Offertory                                         Come Just As You Are                                       Sabolick  
                                                             Worship Team 
 
Rite of Invitation to Extended Service for Pastor Muriel Otto 
 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee: Dear people of God, the Northwest Washington Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has authorized Pastor Muriel Otto, our 
co-worker in the gospel, for extended service in the ministry of word and sacrament 
at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church. Ordained as a pastor in the United Church of 
Christ, her church has endorsed this ministry of extended service. As your bishop, 
and in accordance with the policies established by this church, I have affirmed this 
invitation. 
 

CTS President Don Berry: After prayerful deliberation, we, of Christ the Servant  
Lutheran Church welcome this invitation to Pastor Muriel Otto to serve as a minister 
of word and sacrament as Children, Youth, and Family Minister in this congregation. 
This agreement attests to our  willingness. 
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Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee: Under the grace of God, a relationship of full communion 
has been established between the church body in which you serve and this church 
body. In recognition of that relationship, as bishop of the Northwest Washington   
Synod, I am authorized by this church to invite you to serve for this extended period 
of service as a minister of word and sacrament at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church. 
 

Rev. Jane Anderson (Associate Conference Minister, Wisconsin Conference, United 
Church of Christ): 
A reading from John: Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." (John 20:21-23) 
 

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to 
teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through  
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into 
practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close  
attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this 
you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16) 
 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee: Pastor Muriel, in the presence of this assembly will you 
commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes 
from God through the call of the church? 
Pr. Muriel: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures and in a manner 
consistent with the Confession of Faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America? Will you carry out this ministry in a manner consistent with the constitu-
tions of this church body? 
Pr. Muriel: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and in your use of the means 
of grace? Will you love, serve, and pray for God's people, nourish them with the 
word and sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful service and 
holy living? 
Pr. Muriel: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known in all that 
you do? 
Pr. Muriel: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the 
strength and compassion to perform them. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, will you receive Pastor Muriel as a messenger of Jesus Christ, sent by 
God to serve all people, especially children, youth, and families, with the gospel of 
hope and salvation? Will you regard her as a servant of Christ and a steward of the 
mysteries of God? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work's sake, and in all things strive 
to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the one being invited to extended service. 

I now invite you to take up the ministry of word and sacrament in this place. 
 

Pr. Muriel: After prayer and careful consideration, I willingly accept this invitation to 
serve as a minister of word and sacrament in this place and among these people as 
Children, Youth, and Family Minister. I ask God's help, this synod's encouragement, 
and the prayers of all the people of this congregation. 
 

Bishop Shelley: I announce to you that this ministry is authorized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The newly invited minister may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God's  
blessing. 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great   
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shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in 
everything good so that you may do God's will, working in you that which is pleasing 
in God's sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The newly invited minister stands. 
Bishop Shelley: People of God, I present to your new Children, Youth, and Family 
Minister, Pastor Muriel Otto. Let us welcome her in the name of Christ. 
 
Words of blessing from Rev. Jane Anderson, Associate Conference Minister Wisconsin 
Conference, United Church of Christ 
 
Words of welcome to the NW Washington Synod and Whatcom Conference by Rev. 
Netsie Griffith 
 
* Offering Prayer                                                                                       Pastor Muriel Otto 
 

Let us pray. 
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for 
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use 
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
* Dialogue 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
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Now we join our voices together to pray the prayer your son taught us, using the ver-
sion and language closest to our hearts:  
 
* The Lord’s Prayer in the version and language closest to your heart. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, Your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not  
perish, a taste of life eternal. 
 
This is Christ's table, open for all to receive his presence in bread and wine. Please   
follow the ushers' direction for each section. You will stand in a semi-circle at the  
foot of the altar, from far left to the center, or from the center to the far right.  
Receive from the pastor a gluten-free wafer, then choose a small cup of wine (from 
the first tray) or grape juice (from the second tray) to drink, and place your empty 
cup in the basket before returning to your seat. If you prefer to receive a blessing 
from the pastor, cross your arms over your chest. If you prefer to receive communion 
at your seat, please let an usher know. Anytime during communion you may visit the 
prayer station in the narthex where a prayer partner will confidentially hold your re-
quest in prayer, also offering a prayer shawl and anointing with oil if desired. 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Songs                             
                                                                  In This Place                   T. Thomson, V. Thomson 
Verse 1 
We are all hungry people, we need shelter and strength. 
We are one in our hurting, we are one in our pain. 
In our suff'ring and sadness, we are saved by the grace  
Of the power and the Spirit that is here in this place.                    
 

Chorus 
We are gathered at table as one in the Lord. 
We are gathered as people who are living the Word. 
Our hearts and our spirits are nurtured by grace. 
It is Jesus who fills us. He is here in this place.  
                                                                                                                    

Verse 2 
All our lives are a myst'ry; We see not where they lead. 
We are asked now to trust You and we know we must believe. 
As our feet become Christ's feet, we go forth with the grace 
Of the power and the Spirit that is here in this place. 
 

Verse 3 
Though the world may tell us to look at ourselves, 
We reach out to another where suffering dwells. 
As our hands become Christ's hands, we are healed by the grace 
Of the power and the Spirit that is here in this place. 
 

Verse 4 
In the bread that is broken is the Christ that restores. 
As we take, now receive Him, we find love evermore. 
As the bread becomes body, we are filled with the grace 
Of the power and the Spirit that is here in this place. 
                  
                                                                Draw Me Close                                       K. Carpenter 

Verse 
Draw me close to You. Never let me go. I lay it all down again to hear You say that 

I'm Your friend. 
You are my desire. No one else will do, 'cause nothing else could take Your place to 

feel the warmth of Your embrace.                                              (continued next page) 
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Help me find the way. Bring me back to You. 
 

Chorus 
You're all I want. You're all I've ever needed. You're all I want. 
 Help me know You are near. 
 
                                                      Spirit Of The Living God                                      D. Iverson 
Chorus 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 
 
                                                                       Breathe                                                      Barnett 
Verse 
This is the air I breathe, this is the air I breathe: 
Your holy presence living in me. 
This is my daily bread, this is my daily bread: 
Your very word spoken to me. 
 

Chorus 
And I, I'm desperate for You. And I, I'm lost without You. 
 

Ending 
This is the air I breathe, this is the air I breathe. 
 
* Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen. 
 
* Prayer After Communion 
 

Let us pray: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from 
this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear 
witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending 
 

* Blessing  
 

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart 

for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
* Sending Song                 Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly            Tomlin, Ingram 
                                                                                                                                          Barrett 
Verse 1 
It all comes down to this, what you require of me: 
Love my neighbor as myself, and You above all things. 
 

Chorus 
Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with You, God. 
In all things, in all ways, walk humbly with You, God. 
 

Verse 2 
It all comes down to this, to be Your hands and feet, 
Good news to all the world, the truth will set us free. 
 

Bridge 
It's beauty for ashes, it's mourning to dancing. 
It's closer and closer, the Kingdom of heaven. 
 

Verse 3 
Years from now we'll see the fruit our hands have sown. 
Faith, just like a seed, the only way it grows. 
                                                         
* Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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Please remember as you pray 
 

Don Wines, for a safe and successful surgery related to his heart-pump, and for swift 
healing.  
Pat Cody, sister of Kathy Wines, battling critical health issues.  
Loved ones of Kathy Hawes, grandmother of Jennifer Mietenkorte, as they grieve her 
death and give thanks for her life. 
Loved ones of Doris Murai, mother of Chris Murai, as they grieve her death and cele-
brate her life. 
Vera Haug, for continued eyesight and strength through transitions. 
Carol Ham, for relief and healing from abdominal pain.  
Anna Knutson, daughter of Mike and Karen Knutson, undergoing treatment for colo-
rectal cancer, for health and wholeness. 
Troy Faith Ward for healing and full recovery from sepsis. 
Ken Kelln as he recovers from knee replacement surgery, for full healing and peace. 
Jeri Moore recovering from a hip replacement, for healing and peace. 
Loved ones of Sheri Abt, as they grieve her death and give thanks for her life. 
Loved ones of Joan Biasini, as they grieve her death and give thanks for her life. 
Loved ones of Jim Thomas, father of Kathy Jo Hamm, who recently died. 
Maxine Rawls, mother of Taylor Rawls as she gently transitions into the next stage of   
decline on her journey toward the end of life.  
Tisch Lynch, thanksgiving for healing of Tisch’s right foot. 
Dave Lynch, thanksgiving for a good response to chemotherapy. 
Walt Surratt, Tim’s brother, undergoing treatment for Acute Myeloid Leukemia. 
Lily Cratsenberg-Robinson as she undergoes treatment for stage 4 Ewings Sarcoma, for 
healing, patience, and strength for her and her family. 
Amy Raduege enduring intense nerve pain, for effective medical treatment. 
Tariq and the Friends of Palestinian Detainees Project. 
Nathaniel and the One Parish One Prisoner team. 
Our friends in Honduras, and our neighbors at Gardenview Village. 
And our members residing at local Senior Living, care centers, or with mobility  
restrictions: Judy & Bill Anderson, Jerry & Beth Biagini, Donna Grubbs, Don Hilty-
Jones, Ruthann Jensen, Jennifer Johnson, Karen Loomer, Michael Neville, Bonnie 
Stewart, Anita Stoffer, Trudy Toepke, and Marian Yunghans. 
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Weekly Calendar of Events 

Sunday January 11 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour 
11:00 AM Adult Forum (Adult Ed. Room) 
11:00 AM Compassion Circle (Youth Room) 
2:00 PM Sheri Abt Memorial Service 
(Brookdale Fairhaven) 
 

Monday January 12 
8:30 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM CTS Finance Cmte. (Conf. Rm) 
 

Tuesday January 13 
Council Report Submissions Due 
Due Date for Bulletin and Weekly Note Sub-
missions 
8:30 AM Preschool 
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club 
12:00 PM Deadline for Bulletin and  
Weekly Note submissions 
2:00 PM Leadership Development Task 
Force (Conference Room) 
3:00 PM Prayers Shawl Ministry (Youth Rm.) 
7:00 PM “Into Action” AA (Fellowship) 
7:00 PM Worship, Music, & Arts Cmte. 
(Zoom)  
 

Wednesday January 14 
8:30 AM Preschool 
8:45 AM Pre-K Chapel (Sanctuary) 
12:30 PM CTS Staff lunch (Fellowship Rm.) 
4:00 PM Exec. Cmte (Conference Room) 
5:00 PM Whatcom Chorale Board Mtg. 
(Library) 

Wednesday January 14 (continued) 
6:30 PM Compassionate Friends (Adult Ed. 
Room) 
7:00 PM Whatcom Chorale Rehearsal 
(Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday January 15 
8:30 AM Preschool 
8:45 AM Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary) 
12:00 PM Text Study with Pastor Jana 
(Conference Room) 
4:00 PM Mutual Ministry Committee (Zoom) 
6:45 PM Male Chorus (Sanctuary) 
7:30 PM Servant Singers (Sanctuary) 
 

Friday January 16 
8:30 AM Preschool 
9:00 AM Men’s Fellowship (Narthex) 
6:00 PM York Street AA (Sanctuary/
Fellowship) 
 

Saturday January 17 
9:00 AM Hearing Loss Association 
(Fellowship/Kitchen) 
4:00 PM Holden Gathering and Update 
(Fellowship/Kitchen) 
 

Sunday January 18 
9:30 AM Worship  
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour 
11:00 AM Adult Forum (Adult Ed. Room) 
11:00 AM Memory Loss Support Group 
(Library) 

 

CTS Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 25 11:00am in Sanctuary following worship 
Proposed CTS constitutional changes are available now for review. Annual meeting 
reports will be available on the church website and for pick up the week before the 
meeting at worship.  



 

 24 

Upcoming Adult Forums 
Adult Forum presentations begin at 11:00am and last about an hour. So grab a snack and a 
cuppa from the fellowship room and head to the far north end of the church (to the meeting 

room just beyond the kids’ gym) for some good conversation and fellowship! 

 
Today! January 11 - Get to Know Pr. Muriel (and help her get to know you!)  
Pastor Muriel joined our staff on Dec 1 to serve as Children, Youth, and Family  
Minister. And today is her installation day! Join us to introduce yourself and get to 
know her. Fair warning: you will be invited to participate in ice breakers and games!  
 

January 18 - 2026 Budget Review 
Come review the 2026 CTS budget and ask questions of our treasurer, Kurt Willis, be-
fore voting the following Sunday on the budget at the Annual Meeting.  
 

January 25 - Annual Meeting (Sanctuary) 
No Adult Forum. Join us in the Sanctuary for the annual meeting. 

 
CTS Hikers, Sunday January 18th 
Expand your 2026 resolutions and find some natural beauty with good company. 
Sunday, Jan 18th we’ll gather at 11 to carpool to the Padilla Bay Dike stroll.  4.8 miles 
RT with lots of birding along the way.  Rain or shine!  Text Brad at 360-739-7802 if 
you can join us. You missed an invigorating walk from Zuanich park to Fairhaven last 
month. 
 
Monthly Compassion Circle is starting up again today!  
Compassion Circles meets the 2nd Sunday of each month through June. Donna 
Gustin and David Westerlund will be leading us in a facilitated process of story  
sharing that builds deeper connections, and vital skills of listening, empathy, 
and compassion. Note: Coming once does not commit you to continue to come, 
though we have found that once people come, they have found it nourishing and 
want to return. Compassion Circle begins 15 minutes following the end of worship 
and meets in the youth room across the hall from the North End bathrooms. 

 
Celebration of Life for Sheri Abt today at 2:00pm at Brookdale Fairhaven 
The Celebration of Life for Sheri Abt, will be held Sunday January 11th at 2:00 pm at 
Brookdale Fairhaven Assisted Living, 2600 Old Fairhaven Pkwy. Bham, 98225. 
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Grief Support Group meets January 21st 
Beginning in January, the Grief Support Group will move to a once a month 
meeting—the third Wednesday of the month—5:30-6:30 in the Youth Room. Our 
next meeting will be January 21. Please contact Ellen Harris at 360 440-2925 or  
etharris90@gmail.com if you have questions. 

 
Valentine’s Day Cards for Seniors 
Would you enjoy writing messages in Valentine's Day cards for isolated seniors? In 
late January, Lutheran Community Services Northwest (LCSNW) will be sending  
Valentines to 2,000 seniors in our area through their Santa for Seniors program. If 
you or someone in your household would like to participate, LCSNW will provide a kit 
containing 25 cards and envelopes, instructions and stickers. You can get a kit from 
Diana Warner at church on Sunday — or email Sarah Satre to make other plans 
(sarahsatre@comcast.net). Cards are due by January 18. 
 
Deep Waters Update  
The clean water system installation trip to Camalotal, Honduras is just around the 
corner! The Deep Waters Global Missions group, representing all of CTS, will be 
working with the water team in Camalotal to bring safe, clean water to everyone in 
the village. There will be a special blessing of the team at the Jan 25th worship  
service before they depart.  Please reach out to Rachel Budelsky or Tammy Yoder 
with any questions. Please note: there will not be a general Deep Waters monthly 
meeting on Jan 12.  
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Local Disaster Relief Assistance Needed 
Interfaith Coalition is looking for volunteers within member congregations interested 
in serving as Family Liaisons to provide non-financial assistance to families affected 
by the floods. Please contact Mary Hess at chionie1980@gmail.com or Interfaith 
at executivedirector@interfaith-coalition.org for more information. 
If you wish to donate financially to support the flood victims, Whatcom Community 
Foundation is taking the lead on financial assistance through their Resilience Fund.   
To donate to this fund, visit here: https://wcf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?
funit_id=1455.  See your Weekly Note for more details and donation link. 
 
Men’s Fellowship Meets in the Narthex 9:00 AM Fridays 
All men are invited to join us, just bring your own coffee.  For more information or to 
be on the group email list, contact Tim Surratt (gtimsurratt@gmail.com) 
 
GLOBAL REFUGE: REBUILDING AFTER REPATRIATION 
A NW WASHINGTON SYNOD EVENT 
Sat. Feb. 14th, 9:30 am to Noon at Our Saviors Lutheran, Everett 
 

Our synod assembly in May approved a resolution supporting Global Refuge’s  
Innovative Camino de Casa project.  Featuring Andrew Steele from Global Refuge, 
this hybrid event documents the journeys of unaccompanied minors who have been 
deported and returned to their country of origin.  It highlights how Global Refuge 
helps them re-enter their communities and be reunited with families, providing 
mental and physical health screening, job training, and other support that will  
ensure they have greater success in coming home to stay. Participants will watch a 
short documentary featuring personal stories of youth and the impact of US  
immigration policies; and in real time, will ZOOM with staff and a deportee on the 
ground in Guatemala.   
For a preview go to the following link:  https://youtu.be/4RN6_sR73Kc 
Please register for the in-person OR online ZOOM event at https://qr.codes/E86ihT                 
For more information, contact Dan Clements at 425-418-8755 or  
dan@e-clements.com.  
Co-sponsored by Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, Bellingham.   
See your Weekly Note for online links. 
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GATHERING AND HOLDEN UPDATE 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th 4-7PM CTS Fellowship Room 
Please join us for a simple meal and gathering to talk about what is going on at Hold-
en since the road wash out on Dec 10th. 
We will share a simple meal and current news of the Village and ways to show sup-
port. Sign up genius is below, with a link in your Weekly Note. Questions? Call or 
email Linda Gamrath or Tom Smith 360 319 2302 t.tlcacme@hotmail.com 
 

Here is a Signup to provide food and kitchen help for this event.   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAFA92EA6FAC43-61475164-holden  
 
Lutheran Study Bible 
A brand new, excellent study Bible has been published by Augsburg Fortress, the 
Lutheran Study Bible (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition). It includes a 
daily Bible reading plan to support your New Year’s resolution to read the Bible 
more! Pastor Jana will be putting in an order soon; if you’d like your own copy, 
please email her before January 15 (pastorjana@ctslutheran.org). Cost will be about 
$30, depending on number ordered. You will be notified regarding payment infor-
mation. And plan to bring your Bible to text study with Pastor Jana! 
 
New Time for Text Study with Pastor Jana 
Join Pastor Jana on January 15 for an in-depth conversation about the upcoming 
gospel texts we’ll hear on Sunday mornings. Text study is held each Third Thursday 
of the month from 12:00-1:30pm (note new time!) in the CTS Conference Room.  
Part teaching, part mutual conversation, we discover insights and inspiration from 
scripture together! If you haven’t tried it, or you haven’t been in awhile, check it 
out! Feel free to bring a lunch to eat while we read and chat. 
 
Memory Support Group meets on January 18th at 11:00 AM in the Library 
The Memory Support Group will meet on Sunday January 18th in the CTS Library at 
11:00am. If anyone has questions or concerns about memory-related issues or  
simply wants to find out more about the support group, please join us. 
 
Council Report Submissions due by next Tuesday January 13 
Reports for the January Council Meeting are due emailed to the office by Tuesday 
January 13th. Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DAFA92EA6FAC43-61475164-holden
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Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 

2600 Lakeway Drive 
Bellingham WA 98229 

360-733-1277 
Office hours: M-F 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Church website: www.ctslutheran.org 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Jana Schofield (she/her) 

pastorjana@ctslutheran.org 
360-325-5269 

 
Executive Committee 
Don Berry, President 

Connie Clement, Vice President 
Kurt Willis, Treasurer 

Shawn Dooley, Congregational Secretary  
 

Children, Youth, & Family Minister, 
Pastor Muriel Otto 

pastormuriel@ctslutheran.org 
 

Elder Care Minister, Claudia Ackerman 
Claudia@ctslutheran.org 

 
Servant Singers & Male Chorus Director 

Del VandeKerk 
 

Catch the Son Preschool 
info@catchtheson.org 

 
Accompanist, Rick Lysen  

 
Interim Worship Team Directors 

Rick and Wilma Lysen 
 

Office Administrator, Kay Hageman  
Office@ctslutheran.org 

 
Custodians, Jim & Cindy Oberlander 
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Pastor Jana Schofield 
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Kori Fish 
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Care 

BJ Pratum 

Lynn McKinster 
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Servers 

Sidney Evans 
Don Pearson 

Sound 

Livestream 

Bruce Henninger 

Sarah Satre 

Ushers Karen & Don Berry 

Prayer      

Partner 
David Westerlund 

Children’s 

Chapel 
Jenifer Burrall 

Acolytes 
Ella Loween 
Mae Burrall 


