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CHRISTthe Christ the Servant Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship 9:30 AM
Lsu!éﬁyﬁwj Sunday Childcare 9:15 AM-12:00 PM
Children’s Chapel during services.

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA

CTS Statement of Welcome
Because we strive to be followers of Jesus, we are a Reconciling

in Christ congregation, committed to anti-racism and
welcoming, affirming, and advocating for people of all sexual

orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; peoples of all cultures, ethnicities,
and backgrounds; people of all ages and abilities; and people of all social and economic
circumstances.

We acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral homeland of the Coast Salish people,
including the Lummi, Nooksack, and Semiahmoo, who have lived in this region since time
immemorial. May we live consciously and respectfully, honoring each of our neighbors.

¢

The following spaces are available during Sunday worship for families with children: Prayer
Ground (0-5 years) and Quiet Room (Right side of the sanctuary), Sanctuary seats, and
Narthex couches. We ask parents/caregivers to accompany children to these spaces. If you
would like your child(ren) (birth-4 years) to be cared for during any part of the worship
service, our staffed childcare room is down the long hallway on the right past the church
office (follow the blue signs).

Restrooms are down the long hallway on the right as you exit the sanctuary. Gender neutral
restrooms are further down the hallway through two additional doorways (follow the blue
signs).

This worship service is being livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. If you prefer not be
shown on camera, please sit in the last three rows on the right directly in front of the Quiet
Room.

Information cards can be found in the seat pocket in front of you. If you are visiting us today
or have a prayer concern, please fill one out and return in the offering basket.

If you have a prayer request to be spoken aloud during worship, please write it in the prayer
journal just outside the sanctuary doors.

Hearing assist devices are available from a sound board operator.

Use this QR code for electronic giving: .,.-' B

G

+ Please silence your phones to fully enter into this holy space.
+ We welcome you to wear a nametag (choose either plastic or stick-on at the table by the

door), including pronouns if you wish.



First Sunday in Advent
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Liturgy Setting 2 for Holy Communion

Gathering

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in the
right direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour
out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator, and in that simple
act, God somehow always feels closer.

So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, Ever-present God, we long to feel you close.

We long to feel your presence in our lives.

We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.

However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
Forgive our rushing and distractions.

Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space.

Remind us that even in the time of Herod,

even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice
God'’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and believe
the good news this Advent season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. *+ We are seen.
We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

* Opening Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now my People Red ELW 256

* When you see this asterisk, please rise in body or spirit.
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* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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* Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

God with us, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a
pillar of smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the
time of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles. In every
time you have been speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak
again, and help us to hear. Break through the chatter and the distraction of our
weary minds and speak to us once more. With hope we pray, Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting Litany

In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?

We see hope when we look to the next

generation. We feel hopeful when we gather together.

We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.

Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of
light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

Song as Candle is Lit

This Advent, we sing a version of “O Come Emmanuel” to center the plight of
Palestinians, while removing the supersessionism implied in the original song (the
doctrine that the Christian Church has superseded the Jewish people).

The writer of this version, Avery Arden, says, “May our worship songs plant in us a
deep desire for justice, and spark our action towards a future where all peoples, all
religions live in mutual relationship and respect.”

O come, 0 come compassionate Divine,

And ransom captive Palestine

That mourns with tears that will not be soothed
Till empires fall and nations’ hearts are moved.

Rejoice! Rejoice! God’s justice is at hand
To liberate the people and the land.



Word

Children’s Message and Noisy Offering

All Children are invited to come forward to hear the children's message. Following
the message, children ages 3-8 are invited to Godly Play Children's Chapel for
wondering, song, prayer, and story response activities. Parents are welcome to
accompany their children to chapel time. Follow our Children's Ministry team to the
Godly Play Atrium. Children return to the sanctuary during the passing of the peace.

Today's Children's Message is: Advent 1 Tiffany Nangle

Children’s Blessing
(hold your palms up with blessing hands to raise the children to God)
Go in peace, have fun, and learn. Amen.

First Reading Lamentations 3:55-57

A reading from Lamentations.

>%| called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit;

> you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
>’ You came near when | called on you; you said, “Do not fear!”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.




Psalm 122
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Verses (Cantor)

1. Jerusalem, the city so built that city and temple are one;
To you the tribes go up, every tribe of the Lord.

2. It 1s the law of Israel to honor the name of the Lord.
The seats of law are here, the thrones of David's line.

3. We pray for peace for Jerusalem, may you live safe and secure.
For love of God's own house, I pray that you will have peace.

* Gospel Acclamation
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* Gospel Reading Luke 1:5-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.

>In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who be-
longed to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ® Both of them were righteous before God, living
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. ’ But
they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in
years.

® Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary
of the Lord to offer incense. ** Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole
assembly of the people was praying outside. " Then there appeared to him an angel
of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 2\When Zechariah saw
him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 3Byt the angel said to him, “Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear
you a son, and you will name him John.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Harry Grinstad

* Hymn of the Day How Long, O God Red ELW 698

* Nicene Creed

Baptized into Christ we are God's beloved children. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
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eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* Prayers of God’s People

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise
to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen
lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us
in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to
care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
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God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words
of hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake
implements of war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing. Surround all with care and consolation.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists,
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring
us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Pastor Harry Grinstad: Continue to comfort, heal, and lift up the broken and afflicted
among us. By the promise of your presence, bring your healing love, especially to
those who have asked for our prayers: loved ones of Carolyn, loved ones of Sheri,
loved ones of Joan, loved ones of Jim, loved ones of Daniel, loved ones of Jim, as
well as Troy Faith, Ken, Jeri, Bill, Reid, Laura, Bob, Dale, Barb, Pat, Maxine, Tisch,
Dave, Walt, Emily, Lily, Tarig, Nathaniel, Amy, Donna, Carol, Don, Ruthann, Jennifer,
Karen, Michael, Bonnie, Anita, Trudy, Marian, and our friends in Honduras and at
Gardenview Tiny Homes. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Intercessions from the prayer request book near the usher’s station are shared.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

* Sharing God’s Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Respecting the boundaries and honoring the consent of our neighbors, share a sign
of God's peace with those around you with the words "peace be with you" and/or a
handshake or gesture of peace.

12



Meal

Offering
Thank you for your generous gifts to this ministry in response to God’s grace.
Use the QR code on p.2 to give electronically.

Offertory Anthem Advent Cry J. Martin
Servant Singers

* Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

* Dialogue and Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gracious God, we live in a fearful world. If we’re honest, we come to this Table today
with the taste of fear on our tongues. We come to this Table carrying our anxiety.
We come to this Table asking for guidance. We come to this Table with all of life’s
“what-ifs.”

But you do not disregard our fear. You do not brush it under the rug or call us
foolish. You do not ignore the realities in front of us. You do not dish out hurtful
platitudes, telling us to “toughen up” or “power through.”

Instead, you meet us here. You listen to our fears. You remind us that we are not
alone. You surround us with people who love us. You show us where we are strong.
You walk beside us. And you give us a new song to sing.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
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you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

So today we pray, gracious God: replace the fear on our tongues with words of hope
and songs of joy. As we come to this Table, pour out your Spirit on this bread and
cup. Remind us that even in a fearful world, you are on the move. Remind us that
even in a fearful world, you are here, inviting us to the Table, nourishing our spirits,
reminding us that we belong, calling us by name.

Instill that good news in us, for this is a joyful feast. Fear is not the loudest voice
today. What a gift that is.

Now with hope for a better tomorrow, we join our voices together to pray the
prayer your son taught us, using the version and language closest to our hearts:

* The Lord’s Prayer in the version and language closest to your heart.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, Your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

This is Christ's table, open for all to receive his presence in bread and wine. Please
follow the ushers' direction for each section. You will stand in a semi-circle at the
foot of the altar, from far left to the center, or from the center to the far right.
Receive from the pastor a gluten-free wafer, then choose a small cup of wine (from
the first tray) or grape juice (from the second tray) to drink, and place your empty
cup in the basket before returning to your seat. If you prefer to receive a blessing
from the pastor, cross your arms over your chest. If you prefer to receive communion
at your seat, please let an usher know. Anytime during communion you may visit the
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prayer station in the narthex where a prayer partner will confidentially hold your re-
quest in prayer, also offering a prayer shawl and anointing with oil if desired.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymns Christ, Be Our Light Red ELW 715
Come Now, O Prince of Peace Red ELW 247
Wait for the Lord Red ELW 262
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Red ELW 254

* Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Amen.
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* Prayer After Communion

Let us pray:

Loving God, in a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the table.
You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You remind
us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with renewed
courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out into the world.
Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we pray, Amen.

Sending

* Blessing

In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s
hands. May you choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you
remember that good news is louder than fear. In the name of the = One who calls,
the One who sends, and the One who journeys with us.

Amen.

* Sending Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past Red ELW 632

* Dismissal

Go in peace. Be not afraid!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Acknowledgments
Liturgical text © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS019700. Liturgy (adapted) by Rev. Sarah Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org. Cover Graphic design by
Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
Advent Candle Lighting Song by Avery Arden of binarybreakingworship.com.
Psalm arrangement by Bonnie Drewes, bonniedrewes@yahoo.com Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Please remember as you pray

Loved ones of Carolyn Schultz, as they grieve her death and give thanks for her life.

Troy Faith Ward for healing and full recovery from sepsis.

Ken Kelln as he recovers from knee replacement surgery, for full healing and peace.

Jeri Moore recovering from a hip replacement, for healing and peace.

Loved ones of Sheri Abt, as they grieve her death and give thanks for her life.

Loved ones of Joan Biasini, as they grieve her death and give thanks for her life.

Loved ones of Daniel Libby, father-in-law of Tanya Preston’s daughter, who recently died.
Loved ones of Jim Thomas, father of Kathy Jo Hamm, who recently died.

Bill Anderson as he recovers from a TIA, for full healing and peace for him and all who love
him.

Reid Miltenberger, nephew of Diane, for recovery from Acute Myeloid Leukemia and a
stem cell transplant.

Loved ones of Jim Logghe, especially Sue, as they grieve his death and give thanks for his
life.

Laura Slyman, friend of Laura Loween, dealing with multiple health issues.

Bob Goldstein, loved one of Jack Kintner, living with cancer.

Dale and Barb Rasmussen, brother and sister-in-law of Diann Christey, both being treated
for cancer.

Pat Cody, sister of Kathy Wines, battling effects from Legionnaires disease and MAC as well
as kidney cancer and breast cancer.

Maxine Rawls, mother of Taylor Rawls as she gently transitions into the next stage of
decline on her journey toward the end of life.

Tisch Lynch, thanksgiving for healing of Tisch’s right foot.

Dave Lynch, thanksgiving for a good response to chemotherapy.

Walt Surratt, Tim’s brother, undergoing treatment for Acute Myeloid Leukemia.

Lily Cratsenberg-Robinson as she undergoes treatment for stage 4 Ewings Sarcoma, for
healing, patience, and strength for her and her family.

Amy Raduege enduring intense nerve pain, for effective medical treatment.

Tarig and the Friends of Palestinian Detainees Project.

Nathaniel and the One Parish One Prisoner team.

Our friends in Honduras, and our neighbors at Gardenview Village.

And our members residing at local Senior Living, care centers, or with mobility restrictions:
Donna Grubbs, Carol Ham, Don Hilty-Jones, Ruthann Jensen, Jennifer Johnson, Karen
Loomer, Michael Neville, Bonnie Stewart, Anita Stoffer, Trudy Toepke, and Marian
Yunghans.
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Weekly Calendar of Events

Sunday November 30

9:30 AM Worship with Pr. Harry Grinstad
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour

11:00 AM Adult Forum (Adult Ed. Room)
11:00 AM Memory Loss Support Group
(Library/Youth Room)

Monday December 1
8:30 AM Preschool

Tuesday December 2

Due Date for Bulletin and Weekly Note
Submissions

8:30 AM Preschool

11:00 AM Women’s Book Club

12:00 PM Deadline for Bulletin and
Weekly Note submissions

7:00 PM “Into Action” AA (Fellowship)
7:00 PM Community Ministries (Zoom)

Wednesday December 3

8:30 AM Preschool

8:45 AM Pre-K Chapel (Sanctuary)

9:30 AM Stewardship Cmte. (Conf. Room)
7:00 PM Advent Mid-Week Worship
(Sanctuary)

7:30 PM Language in Worship Task Force
(Sanctuary)

Thursday December 4

8:30 AM Preschool

8:45 AM Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary)
6:45 PM Male Chorus (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Justice Seekers (Zoom)

7:30 PM Servant Singers (Sanctuary)

Friday December 5

8:30 AM Preschool

9:00 AM Men’s Fellowship (Narthex)

6:00 PM York Street AA (Sanctuary/
Fellowship)

8:00 PM York Street AA Monthly Business
Meeting (Fellowship)

Saturday December 6
4:00 PM Holiday Concert (Sanctuary)

Sunday December 7

9:30 AM Worship

10:30 AM Fellowship Hour

11:00 AM Adult Forum (Carol Sing at Chris-
tian Science Church next door)

11:00 AM Memory Loss Support Group
(Library)

12:00 PM CTS Children’s Pageant Rehearsal

Pastor Jana away November 26-30

Pastor Jana will be away for vacation November 26-30. Claudia Ackerman will be
available by phone for emergency pastoral care while Pr. Jana is away, 360-306-
7723. Pastor Harry Grinstad will preach and preside on Sunday, November 30.

Prayerground location change during Advent
During the Advent season the Prayerground will be relocated within the Sanctuary

to make space for the Christmas tree.
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Adult Forums
Adult Forum presentations begin at 11:00am and last about an hour. So grab a snack and a
cuppa from the fellowship room and head to the far north end of the church (to the meeting
room just beyond the kids’ gym) for some good conversation and fellowship!

Today, November 30 - Bless This Night

Rachel Cornwell, who has recently returned to Bellingham after spending 2 5 years
on staff at Holden Village, will help us look more closely at “Bless This Night,” the
newest Holden vespers worship service we are using at CTS this Advent.

Sunday December 7 - Caroling with Christian Science Church at 11:15am
Join our neighbors at their church next door for community-wide Christmas caroling,
led by their beautiful pipe organ. Invite your friends and neighbors to join!

Interfaith Coalition Holiday Joy

Holiday Joy started November 9th. Please pick up tags off our trees in the Narthex to
purchase gifts or gift cards for kids and families in Opportunity Council's

Transitional Housing programs. Each gift should cost approximately $25. The family
gift cards should be about $25 to $50. The tags and gifts can be returned to the Nar-
thex by December 6th. Thank you for helping families in need this holiday season!

Today - Noisy Offering for Community Assistance Fund

The Community Assistance Fund was established as a designated fund at CTS to re-
spond to immediate crisis or personal needs of individuals or households in the con-
gregation or the community. Pastor Jana has the responsibility for managing the
fund and serves as the sole authority (with support from the Executive Committee as
requested) to determine the appropriateness of the distribution. No more than
$1,000 (S500 per event) shall be given to any individual, or single household within
any calendar year. Any exceptions must be approved in advance by a member of the
Executive Committee. Typically Pastor Jana allows the fund to be used only once by
non-congregational members. The fund has been heavily used this year and is need
of replenishing. You’ll hear this month during worship about some of the support
this fund has provided, and we encourage you to give generously (U.S.currency only
please) when a Noisy Offering is received during worship today.
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.Advent, Christmas & Epiphany
2at Chrlst the Servant Lutheran

Theme: “What Do You Fear?”

Advent Weekday Worship Wednesdays December 3,10, and 17
7:00pm Bless This Night from Holden Village
with time for contemplative prayer and candle lighting
(December 10 Healing Service)

Sunday November 30, 2025 (Advent 1)
9:30am Worship with Pr. Harry Grinstad
Adult Forum with Rachel Cornwell who will help us look more closely at
“Bless This Night," Holden vespers worship service being used at CTS this Advent.

Sunday December 7 (Advent 2)
9:30am Worship
Help decorate the Christmas Tree and decorate cookies after worship in the Sanctuary
11:15 AM Community Christmas Caroling at Christian Science Church

Sunday December 14 (Advent 3)
9:30am Worship
Children's Christmas Pageant during Worship Service

Sunday December 21 (Advent 4)
9:30am Worship Service
Servant Singers present “Christmas Oratorio” by Saint Saens during Worship
Diaper Drive

Wednesday December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Serwces
5:00pm Family Service -
Children’'s Message, special music, and candle I/ghtfng
8:00pm Traditional Service
Choirs and candle lighting

" No Worship Services Christmas Day

Sunday December 28 (Christmas 1)
9:30am Breakfast Church
Diaper Drive

9: 30am Worship
Bring an Epiphany gift of red wine or white grape juice for communion in 2026
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Free Books from the CTS Library in the hallway

The CTS Library is undergoing a reorganization, and there is a table of free books
and a couple of free computer items in the hallway outside of the Library, so please
come and help yourself! Items not taken will be donated.

CTS Christmas Pageant December 14th, 2025

Do you have Children or Youth interested in being in the CTS Christmas Pageant
happening Dec. 14th? Sign up today via the link in your Weekly Note to join in the
fun and get ready to tell the Nativity story like never before.

Dec. 7 @ 12-1PM CTS Christmas Pageant Rehearsal after Worship and Decorating
Tree and Cookies for Gardenview.

Volunteer for Fellowship Hour this Winter

Too many tempting Christmas cookies in your kitchen? Enjoy baking, but don't
need to eat the whole batch? Share your Christmas goodies during Fellowship
Hour, offered every Sunday after worship service. Just drop baked goods off in the
church kitchen and will serve them up. You can also sign up to host or clean up
through the Sign Up Genuis link in your Weekly Note. For more information, con-
tact Sally Holloway 360-510-7092. Cheers!

Christmas Special Offering

If you have a committee, ministry, or organization you would like to nominate as a
recipient for the 2025 Christmas Special Offering, please send an email to Linda
Petrasek by tomorrow December 1. For nominations from outside the congrega-
tion, please send a short note with the reason for your nomination and the contact
information for the organization. Linda’s email address is plpetrasek@comcast.net .
Thank you!

The Stewardship Committee

CTS Grief Support Group

Due to the holiday season, the Grief Support Group will be meeting once in Decem-
ber, on December 10th at 5:30pm in the Youth Room. All are welcome!
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You Are Invited to the Preschool’s Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal

Catch the Son Preschool will be holding the dress rehearsal for our Christmas Nativi-
ty Play on Friday, December 12th, at 12:00 PM in the Sanctuary. This will serve as the
practice performance, and the children would love to have an audience. The play is
brief, lasting approximately 15 minutes.

Deep Waters Update

The Deep Waters logistics and installation team leaders have purchased plane tickets
for the January trip to Camalotal, Honduras and ordered the component parts for
the clean water filtration system. The system is being packed for shipping, with
additional education and vacation bible school teaching supplies tucked in, and will
soon be on its way to Honduras! The Camalotal community continues to make
progress on preparing the building for the water system. It is coffee harvesting
season, so people are understandably busy. Olvin Duron, whom many of you met
when he visited CTS with his wife, Ofelia, last year, visited Camalotal last week to
drop off tanks, bottles and other materials. Please reach out to Tammy Yoder, Rick
Congden, Cindy Petersen, or Kasey Potzler if you have any questions!

Holiday Joy Store Assistance Needed

The Holiday Joy Store is where the families "shop" for their families gifts. The Holiday
Joy Store is set up on December 11th at First Congregational Church at 2401 Corn-
wall Avenue, Bellingham, WA. We need volunteers to set up, assist parents through
the store on December 12 and 13, and to deliver unclaimed items on December
15th. The link to the Signup Genius is in your Weekly Note.

The Lynden Choral Society Presents: Messiah Sing-Along Today from 2:00pm-
3:30pm at First Presbyterian Church of Bellingham

All are welcome to join us in singing at this annual community event. Bring your own
book or borrow one during the event. Choral sections will be labeled, or come to
listen. Coffee service and treats downstairs following the sing-along. Hosted by First
Presbyterian Church of Bellingham, 1031 N. Garden St. A special offering will be
taken to benefit the Bellingham Food Bank. Parking is available in the dedicated
parking lot on the corner of N. Garden and E. Laurel Streets (Enter on E. Laurel) or
street parking as available.

22



You are invited to a Christmas Carol event December 6th at 4:30pm at CTS
Saturday, Dec. 6th at 4:30pm, here at CTS, you are invited to participate in a
Christmas Carol event featuring string students of Betsy Stuen-Walker. Please join us
in singing many favorite carols and savoring the season. All are welcome — admission
is free — bring your voices!

WEFCIS - Whatcom Faith Community Immigrant Support News

We are people of faith seeking to support immigrants in Whatcom County. Though
our traditions are diverse, we share the value of celebrating and defending our
immigrant neighbors.

Ways You Can Continue to Help

1. Continue to donate produce, dairy, protein, and detergents when you can!
Donations are accepted on Tuesdays from 11:00—Noon at the First Congregational
Church, 2401 Cornwall (north parking lot door).

2. Volunteer on Tuesdays to help prepare food distribution boxes.

The Sign-up Genius Link for December and January are in your Weekly Note.

3. Make a financial donation to WECIS. You can make out checks to the First Congre-
gational Church, WFCIS Fiscal Agent, noting it is for Immigrant Support WFC. Mail to
WEFCIS c/o FCCB, at 2401 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, 98226. We are working on an
online way to donate and that will be up shortly. As winter sets in, we estimate that
we will need $125.00 each week to supplement fresh produce and other products.
4. Donate directly to area Food Banks at this moment when food security is
dwindling for so many families.

5. Support the development of Renew Northwest, https://www.renew-nw.org/.
Renew Northwest seeks to serve as a hub organization providing referrals to other
organizations. They desire to be a convening organization for immigrant-focused
service providers to connect and share, and to help coordinate the efforts of multiple
entities into a more cohesive whole.

Thanks for your continuing support of our immigrant neighbors!

ADVENT FUN AT LUTHERWOOD on December 6th

Join us on Saturday, December 6th for an Advent Retreat! This is a daytime event for
kids, parents, grandparents, friends, and more! See your Weekly Note for more
information and to rsvp.
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Serving

Presider Pastor Harry Grinstad
Reader Kori Fish
Cantor Sierra Marshall
Pianist Leah Petersen
Reminder o
Kori Fish

Calls
Communion )

Holly Whittle

Care

Communion

Jim & Cindy Oberlander

Servers
Sound Wilma Lysen
Livestream Connie Clement
Ushers Karen & Don Berry
Prayer .
Jennifer Johnson
Partner
Children’s
Laura Loween
Chapel
Acolvtes Aria Kairis
vt Ella Loween
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