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God is good… all the me!
All the me… God is good!

Called by God
to share the Good News,
we are the hands
of Christ
╬

Li ed in worship

╬

Joined in learning

╬

Extended in service

╬

Suppor ng in love

╬

Reaching for jus ce

InÊthisÊIssue

The blessings of God are abundant at Christ the Servant Lutheran in Bellingham, Washington!
We recently completed our fall stewardship emphasis. You heard from members of this congrega on about diﬀerent
ministries and needs of our work. In
preaching one week, I shared the commitments made by charter members.
The document is now hanging in the
narthex. It is good to be reminded that
Christ the Servant is built on promises made in 1974 by a group of people who
supported the development of a Lutheran congrega on with their money,
me, and skills. Today, we are in ministry because of people like you who connue to make promises and keep them.
Some truths of stewardship:
·

It is the work of God that you support when you give to Christ the Servant
Lutheran through the sharing of your me and talents and money.

·

It is also true that everything we need to accomplish God’s work is already
present in the congrega on. We have all the resources that we need… I
know this is true, because you are created in the image of God and you are
blessed with ability to give, as God has ﬁrst given to us.
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I know the resources we need are available, whether it be in the people or the
sharing of me and talent or the ﬁnancial commitment to regular giving. As a
congrega on, we want to accomplish the work God is calling Christ the Servant
to do and we must have your help. God’s work needs you! I am asking you to
prayerfully consider how God has gi ed you for this community of faith. How
are you blessed to give to God’s work? Have you shared your promise of ﬁnancial support? Have you considered how you can share your me? Your skills?
Christ the Servant needs you so that we can accomplish amazing things.
Everything we need for an exci ng and meaningful future of God’s work is present at Christ the Servant. God is good and this church is blessed. You are
blessed and this church needs you. Thanks be to God for all the ways you give!

Shalom, Pastor Deanna
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CTS Calendar of Events

November 2022
Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
Tuesday November 1
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club
7:00 PM Community Ministries
7:30 “Into Ac on” AA
Thursday November 3
7:30 PM Servant Singers (Choir) Rehearsal
Sunday November 6
9:15 AM-11:45 PM Childcare (Ages birth-5)
9:30 AM Worship with Children’s Chapel
10:45 AM Adult Educa on
10:45 AM The Bridge Kids’ Group (Grades 3-5)
11:00-12:30 Conﬁrma on (Grades 7-9)
Tuesday November 8
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club
7:00 PM Stewardship
7:30 “Into Ac on” AA
Wednesday November 9
7:00 PM Compassionate friends
7:00 PM Deep Waters
Thursday November 10
6:45 Men’s Choir rehearsal
7:00 One Parish, One Prisoner (OPOP)
7:30 PM Servant Singers (Choir) Rehearsal
Friday November 11
9:00 AM Breakfast Fellowship
5:00 PM York Street AA
Saturday November 12
9:00 AM Renewing Worship rehearsal

God’sÊWork—OurÊHands!
Sunday November 13
9:15-11:15 Childcare (Birth-5)
9:30 AM Worship with Children’s Chapel
Monday November 14
4;30 PM Worship Commi ee
7:00 PM Fellowship Commi ee
Tuesday November 15
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club
6:30 PM Church Council Mee ng
7:30 PM “Into Ac on” AA
Wednesday November 16
6:45 PM Jus ce Seekers
Thursday November 17
6:45 Men’s Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM Servant Singers (Choir) Rehearsal
Friday November 18
9:00 AM Breakfast Fellowship
5:00 PM York Street AA
Sunday November 20
9:15-11:15 Childcare (Birth-5)
9:30 AM Worship with Children’s Chapel
Monday November 21
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Tuesday November 22
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club
7:30 PM “Into Ac on” AA
Wednesday November 23
6:45 PM Men’s Choir
Thursday November 24
Oﬃce Closed-Thanksgiving Day
Friday November 25
5:00 PM York Street AA
Saturday November 26
12:15 Community Meal
Sunday November 27
First Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Worship with Children’s Chapel
Monday November 28
6:00 PM Vox Paciﬁca Choir Concert
Tuesday November 29
11:00 AM Women’s Book Club
7:30 “Into Ac on” AA
Wednesday November 30
7:00 PM Advent Prayer (Holden Evening Prayer)

Page 3

Page 4

Servants’ÊSong

God’sÊWork—OurÊHands!

Worship Ma ers
Special Services in November
Sunday, November 20, The Rule of Christ
This day marks the end of the church year with the celebra on of Christ the King Sunday. Tradi onally, this
is the day we recognize the rule of Christ. We acknowledge the reign of God comes to us in unexpected
ways: though life-giving love, a splash of water, and a bit of bread and wine. We acknowledge the reign of
God welcomes the weak, heals the broken, and restores wholeness.
This year, in a special worship, we will journey through the liturgical year. Beginning with Advent and connuing through Pentecost, we will learn about the church’s seasons. We will hear God’s Word and experience in song the message of the church’s me. Together, we will celebrate Christ the King, in all seasons
and me.
Happy New Year!
The new church begins a new year on November 27, the ﬁrst Sunday in Advent.
Advent is a me of prepara on and expecta on that occurs in the four weeks before Christmas. The word
'advent' means coming or arrival. It is a season of prepara on that looks both to Bethlehem and the ﬁnal
coming of Jesus Christ at the end of me. The tradi onal color of Advent is blue, symbolizing hope. The color purple was used previously, the royal color of the coming king. The color purple also linked Advent with
Lent as a peniten al me in the church year.
As the world around us is ending the year wrapping things up, people of Chris an faith are beginning a new
year with an cipa on of unwrapping the gi of a future revealed in Jesus, a future ﬁlled with hope.
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Update on the Transi on Process from Facilitator Pr. Rebecca Langholz:
Gree ngs, dear ones in Christ,
Prayerfully, the Call Process con nues to move forward. At its October mee ng, the Church Council approved the following slate of folks to serve on the CTS Call Commi ee: Jean Beckman, Rick Congdon, Brad
Cornwell, Kirs n Doud, Veronica Hains, Pete Kairis, Laura Loween and Kathi Willis.
Please join me in giving thanks to God for the willingness of these faithful servants to give of their me and
energy in this important me. The Call Commi ee interviews poten al pastors and discerns which candidate to present to the Council and congrega on as the “candidate of choice”. This will involve some months
of intense work and mee ngs. The Call Commi ee will be installed during worship on October 30th and will
be oriented to its work in the coming weeks.
We are also very close to comple ng our congrega onal proﬁle known as the “MSP” (Ministry Site Proﬁle).
Thank you to those who have provided input in recent months through one-to-one mee ngs, listening sessions and the congrega onal survey to help inform this document. Thank you also to those who are doing
the heavy-li ing dra ing content and edi ng. Once approved by the CTS Church Council (likely at its November mee ng), this proﬁle will be loaded into the ELCA database and sent to the Northwest WA Synod
for approval. The Synod will act as a matchmaker connec ng CTS with a slate of candidates to interview.

November is likely my last month working with you all as Transi on Facilitator. Once the Call Commi ee is
fully up and running, my part of the transi on work is complete. But I am not far away and con nue serving
as pastor at one of your partner ELCA congrega ons, Zion Lutheran Church in Ferndale. I also con nue as
the Dean of our Whatcom Cluster of ELCA ministries and look forward to future collabora ve eﬀorts with
CTS leaders, both lay and clergy. It has been a joy and honor to be with you all these past months. I am conﬁdent that God has all good intended for the future of CTS.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any ques ons or concerns: pastorrebecca@ctslutheran.org or (360)
393-6630.
May God con nue to bless us all,

Pr. Rebecca Langholz
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God’sÊWork—OurÊHands!

Community Ministry News
FAMILY PROMISE MEAL KITS: Monday November 7, 2022
The “Sign Up Genius” for our November 7th meal kit delivery is included in your Thursday Note. A meal kit is
a simple combina on of a recipe chosen by each family, from the Family Promise recipe book, and the major ingredients to put together a meal. A typical recipe will usually have 5 to 6 ingredients that you will need
to purchase. Please consider signing up to provide a meal kit (or grocery gi card for Family #6). If you have
any ques ons, please contact Michele Gordon-mag317@comcast.net. Currently, meal kit drop oﬀs
are occurring only on Mondays. We will be serving 6 families, which includes 9 adults and 16 children.
NOMINATE RECIPIENTS for the CHRISTMAS SEPCIAL OFFERING
If you have a ministry or organiza on you would like to nominate as a recipient for the 2022 Christmas Special Oﬀering, please send an email to Cindy Peterson. For out-reach nominees, please send a short note with
the reason for your nomina on and the contact informa on for the organiza on. Cindy’s email address is
cdpete51@gmail.com.
JEFF'S HOPE HOUSE: November Update!
Thanks to all who are helping to transform this house so that it can be used by the less fortunate in our
community! If you can help, please call Shelly or Leith Swenson at 360-961-0583; leithswenson@comcast.net
· Landscaping is nearing comple on
· Will need Interior painters soon
· Have caulking and a few odd jobs that s ll need to be done
INTERFAITH COALITION HOLIDAY JOY PROGRAM Coming SOON!
According to Costco, the Christmas Season is already here! As we watch the season change from a warm fall
to cooler weather, we will be thinking to the season ahead and how we can help brighten the holidays for
those who struggle with daily needs throughout the year. This year’s “Holiday Joy” program will be slightly
diﬀerent in that we’ll be dona ng unwrapped gi s for families. Look for more informa on to come in November.
BELLINGHAM FOOD BANK: Food Jus ce is Social Jus ce.
A dona on cart is in the Narthex. Please consider dona ng non-perishable foods
such as canned fruits and vegetables, canned soups and chilis, peanut bu er,
and dried grains, pasta, and beans. You can also drop oﬀ dona ons of food at
the Food bank Warehouse.
Loca on:
Warehouse at 1824 Ellis Street-enter alleyway behind building via Kansas Street
Hours:
Monday – Thursday
8:30am – 3:00pm
Friday
12:00 – 3:00pm
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Prayer Sta on during Sunday Worship Nov. 27
We’re delighted to announce the reinstatement of
our prayer sta on happening during communion on
the ﬁrst Sunday of Advent, November 27. The prayer
sta on is a place where you can bring your concerns,
whether for yourself, others, the world, the church,
or anything you carry. You will ﬁnd it in the back of
the sanctuary under the wooden cross, screened for
privacy, with someone wai ng there to pray with you
or to simply sit with you in silence.
The prayer sta on also oﬀers an opportunity to
serve. If you are interested in being available to those coming for prayer, please contact me
(ccackerman@yahoo.com), to schedule Sundays that you would like to take part in this caring ministry.
Peace to you.
Claudia Ackerman, Faith Community Health Minister
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God’sÊWork—OurÊHands!
Nominate recipients for our Special Christmas Oﬀering

Each Christmas and Easter Christ the Servant has a special
oﬀering. This oﬀering is generally divided equally between
an “in-reach” recipient (a ministry or ac vity within the
congrega on and an “out-reach” recipient (a ministry, organiza on or ac vity in the larger community, region or world). The Stewardship Commi ee is reques ng
your help in nomina ng either in-reach and/or out-reach designee.
If you have a ministry or organiza on you would like to nominate as a recipient for the 2022 Christmas Special Oﬀering, please send an email to Cindy Peterson. For out-reach nominees, please send a short note
with the reason for your nomina on and the contact informa on for the organiza on. Cindy’s email address is cdpete51@gmail.com. Thank you for your support!—The Stewardship Commi ee

Strengthening Our Sense of Community
The church council has adopted a church-wide focus
for this year – to strengthen the sense of community
among all the members:
The feeling of belonging, of being a part of the CTS
community.
Our sense that we matter to each other and to the
congregation.
Knowing our needs will be met through our commitment together.
Whose responsibility is it to strengthen this sense of community at Christ the Servant? Is it the pastor’s? The council’s? Various committees or committee chairperson’s? It is the responsibility of all
of us. There are so many things we can all do on a regular basis:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Every Sunday consciously look for people you don’t know. Introduce yourself and engage in conversation.
Be welcoming to “new people”
Write notes to people on the prayer or birthday lists
Do not sit in your same seat every Sunday
Make it a point to chat with people you have not talked with for quite awhile
“To belong is to be missed.” If you haven’t seen someone in a while, call and check in! Let them
know they have been missed.

The church council challenges you to commit to doing at least one of the above ideas. It takes all of
us working together to strengthen our sense of community here at CTS. We are all in this together
and rely on each other. Let’s watch our sense of community blossom!
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We recently asked parents of our Preschool, “Why did you choose catch the
Son Preschool for your child?” We had so many wonderful answers! Please
enjoy the word collage of what our families had to say!
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CTS Church Council Meeting – DRAFT MINUTES

God’sÊWork—OurÊHands!
October 18, 2022

The Council of Christ the Servant Lutheran Church met at regular session October 18, 2022.
In Attendance: Sally Holloway, president; Doug Sutton, vice president; Peter Rosenberg, Mary Adler, Erica Kairis, Linda Petrasek,
Shawn Dooley, Tiffany Nangle, Bill Salen
Absent: Holly Whittle, Sarah Satre
Ministry Staff Present: Pastor Deanna Wildermuth, Pastor Rebecca Langholz
Guest: Kurt Willis, Treasurer
Call to Order and Devotions

Sally Holloway, president, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. Pastor Deanna opened with devotions, sharing the Bible story of
the blind beggar from Luke 18. She then led the Council in prayer.
Review and Approval of Minutes
There was one amendment to the September Council minutes: “Executive Committee will serve as Personnel Committee until the
Personnel Committee has been formed and running.” Motion to approve the minutes as amended by Linda Petrasek, seconded by
Peter Rosenberg. Minutes approved.
Reports from CTS Staff:
Nicole Pridachuk’s written report and related information:
Erica Kairis shared that her children are appreciating the new activities and increase in the number of children present.
Sally Holloway shared that this is the first time in a long time that the CTS office administrator has been actually responsible for doing
ALL the office duties. Jean Ross is still doing the offering/giving recording, but Nicole has been shadowing her to learn this task.
The office administrator position may realistically require more than 20 hours.
New deadline for any newsletter information – must be in to the office by the 20th of the month. Council members, please share this
with your committees.
Pastor Deanna Wildermuth has been busy with worship preparations, visitations, etc.
Veronica Hains – There will be a discussion about the role of the preschool in the CTS ministry at next month’s council meeting.
Pastor Rebecca Langholz has been working with the Transition Team and reported on this later in the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report
Kurt Willis presented the current status of the church finances. Income is down 7% from budgeted expectations. However, due to
28% lower operating expenses (pastor salary, fewer congregational activities) the congregation is fiscally doing fairly well at the moment.
Kurt explained to newer Council members how to read the Treasurer’s Report and how to receive reimbursements for church related
expenses.
Comments from council members:
There was a concern that benefits from solar panels are not showing up yet on the electricity expense line. Kurt will discuss this with
Property Committee leadership and will report back with council.
Suggestion that there be a “yes fund” or spontaneous budget line for monies available for good use after the budget has already
been made out. There is currently an “Uncategorized Designated” fund with no real purpose. To be discussed later.
Shawn Dooley noted that the Deep Waters Global Ministries has a significant dedicated fund at this time. Reminder to all committees to remember to make use of their designated funds.
2023 Budget Planning: The treasurer will send out a form for committee budget requests. Committees will need to discuss and plan
their budget requests soon. Committee budget requests are due in to Kurt Willis, treasurer, by December 1, 2022.
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Committee Reports
Technology Needs and Requests: A computer will be purchased for the office. Sally Holloway collected ideas for CTS technology
needs. Next steps – Ad hoc committee.
Community Ministries: The Council will discuss at the next meeting the relationship between CTS and various community groups it
has supported in the past, such as Brigid Collins, Community Meal program, Lutherwood. What level of commitment and support can
our church give them at this time? The Community Ministries Committee decided that CTS will not be able to offer financial support to
a group unless there is a liaison in our church. Mary Hess is having difficulty finding volunteers to liaison with these groups.
Mission Planning Team: Shawn Dooley shared that more aggressive fundraising will be needed in the future for the Jeff How House.
There is still $68,000 owed to pay off the lien (and the state of Washington cannot “forgive” the debt, unfortunately). He is waiting to
hear more from some grants. There has been a change in leadership at Interfaith Coalition, so more conversation will be needed
between Interfaith and CTS to clarify future direction.
Strengthening Community: A successful event at Sally Holloway’s house generated many good ideas for strengthening community.
Reminder to Council members to continue to reach out to people. Let appropriate CTS staff and members know where their help is
needed with an individual.
Council members: Write a short report on the results of your phone calls. Send this to Linda Petrasek and Tiffany Nangle so they can
put these together and report to Council.
Send in “Action Plans for Strengthening the Sense of Community” to Linda Petrasek or Tiffany Nangle.
Mutual Ministries: This committee will meet soon with Pastor Deanna Wildermuth. Peter Rosenberg will initially be convening the
group. Members at this point are Sidney Evans, Jennifer Johnson, and John Rietz. A fourth committee member is still needed.
Personnel Committee: This committee is also forming soon. Lisa and Peter Rosenberg will be convening the group. CTS is looking
for suggestions of individuals with human resource or personnel experience.
Transition Team
Ministry Site Profile: Pastor Rebecca Langholz shared that the Transition Team put together a great survey and worked to create the
Ministry Site Profile (MSP). This is based on all the information and opinions they have received. Pastor Langholz is putting it out on
the ELCA synod portal so that a match can be made with potential pastoral candidates. The MSP is still open for comment by the
Call Committee, Pastor Andrew Yee, and others for another month. Council will give final approval at the November meeting. Send
any feedback on the MSP as listed in the Council packet to Pastor Rebecca Langholz.
Help is needed in writing the narrative section: Pastor Deanna will send Council members prompts for this. Please send your completed prompts to Pastor Langholz.
Pastor Langholz will be completing her role with our congregation in November. She will be much missed.
Call Committee

As the Transition Team and Pastor Langholz complete their task this November, the Call Committee will take over the task of finding
the best candidate for the congregation. Their goal will be to prayerfully match the person with the needs of the congregation. Pastor
Andrew Yee from our synod with offer guidance on how the committee will work and function.
Motion to accept this slate of members for the Call Committee: Laura Loween, Pete Kairis, Kirsten Doud, Veronica Hains (as staff
member), Brad Cornwell, Jean Beckman, Rick Congdon, Kathi Willis
Moved by Linda Petrasek, seconded by Erica Kairis. Motion approved.
Closing Prayer
Sally Holloway closed the meeting at 8:00 PM, followed by prayer together.
Next Council Meeting: November 15, 2022. 6:30PM
Respectfully submitted by

Katherine Willis, Recording Secretary
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