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Journey to Epiphany
Sunday, January 6
8:15 and 11:00

A very special worship to celebrate God s epiph-
any with song, stories, dance. What can the
journey of the Magi teach us about our own
journey? Join us as we journey to Epiphany to-
gether. There will be a time during worship
where you will be
invited to offer spe-
cial gifts of FOOD
items that are being
collected for the
Bellingham Food
Bank. Please bring
‘a  non-perishable
food item for each
family member to
offer.
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The Ark is Full!

by Maya Norton

And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in
due time, we shall reap if we do not grow weary.
So then, while we have opportunity, let us do
good to all. Galatians 6:9-10

Hallelujah! After almost a year of hard work and
planning, we have finally reached our goal of
$5,000 toward the Heifer Ark! Thanks to your
generosity, many lives will be changed forever
through gifts of livestock that will provide impov-
erished families with a steady supply of income,
helping them build a sustainable, healthy life-
style that will be passed down from generation

to generation.
Continued on pg. 4

MEN S RE-
TREAT

Once again the men of
CTS are invited to

gather at Westminster

Abbey in Mission B.C.

to make a Spiritual Retreat. The dates for the
retreat are January 25 27th. Please complete
a registration form and return with $50 deposit
to the church office. Look for more information
to come in the bulletins and website.

CTS Women’s Retreat
March 7-9, 2008

Baker Lake Lodge
(See registration form in center of this month’s
newsletter)

What do you believe? Do you believe people
are good? Life should be lived without regrets?
Laugher can bring about healing? Second
chances? Women of CTS will come together
March 7-9 to explore their
beliefs at the 2008 Women's

Retreat at Baker Lake Lodge. #2

CTS member Carolyn Casey (3
will lead a workshop based =gz =
on the National Public Radio " ==—""""
"This | Believe" program. The
workshop will help participants discern and de-
scribe some of their core beliefs in a joyful and
welcoming atmosphere that will include large
doses of laughter.

"This | Believe" was created by journalist Ed-
ward R. Murrow in 1951 as a way to encourage
Americans of all walks of life to share brief es-

says about their personal philosophy of life.

Continued on pg. 3
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Christ the Servant Lutheran Church Mission Statem ent

Called by God to share the Good News, we are the hands of Christ:
lifted in worship, joined in learning, extended in service, supporting in love and reaching for justice.




A NEW YEAR S PRAYER FOR
YOU

| ve just about retired my red book my

scheduling calendar for 2007. But before | do,

| like to go back and review this year gone by,
before | toss it into the drawer with the stack of
previous years. Many of us began last year
with certain goals and resolutions. How did you
do? Did you accomplish some of what you had
set out to do? How did the year change from
your expectations? How did you deal with the
year s setbacks and challenges? | think this
type of review is always helpful. | encourage
our teams here at CTS to evaluate how a cer-
tain event has gone so that we can improve on
our efforts the next time around. | hope that we
will be intentional about doing the valuable
things in our lives well. And | pray that we can
also be intentional, thoughtful and wise in the
life of our church, so that we can make best use
of the gifts God has given us here.

However we all know that life doesnt always
fall neatly into compartmentalized bullets for us
to evaluate. For these unpredictable things in
life, we cannot make goals and resolutions like
we do for other things. Thus, we cannot evalu-
ate them in the same logical manner. Maybe
for these situations in life and church, we need
to ask a simpler and more basic question: were
we able to be in the situation as Christ s child?
Were we able to meet these situations as some-
one who trusts in Gods promise of grace?
Were we able to be Christ to another child of
God? Were we able to be truly present even in
those unexpected, pitch-dark loops of life, be-
cause we are children of God?

| think we d be fooling ourselves if we thought
that our lives would be this well-oiled machine
that runs beautifully all the time. | think we d be
disillusioned if we set the bar for a healthy life
as if nothing bad ever happens. Take comfort
in remembering the names that the angel told
Joseph to give that baby: Jesus, which means
save, and Emmanuel, which means God is
with us.

My prayer for you this year is that you will know
God s presence in your life more deeply than
ever. My prayer for you this year is that in every
situation you face this year, even the crisis that
might befall you, you would realize an opportu-
nity for God s grace to be revealed. God is al-
ways with us, and in Jesus, we are truly safe.

As | look over my calendar for 2007, | realize all
the servants of Christ around me whom | need
to thank for their blessing to me and to this con-
gregation. | could never name all of you in this
article, because | have been surrounded by so
much prayer and blessing, especially during De-
cember, as | faced cancer. |1l never forget your
support, your prayers, and the love from God
that emanates from Christ the Servant. | would
like to thank my spouse, Beth, for her partner-
ship in ministry with me and for the counseling
ministry that she has established here. Now
that Melanie Springer has joined her, we will
take another step in the Health Cabinet s goal of
becoming the healthiest congregation in What-
com County. | need to thank Carole Scheer for
establishing a strong base for our office, and
Laurie Robinson, who has taken the office to a
new level of excellence. | m thankful for Holly
Whittle, who served us faithfully as Treasurer
for many years. And | m thankful for Maureen
Nelson, who has retired from her custodial posi-
tion, but is still regularly present to support
George. In 2007 Sidney Evans led the congre-
gation as President, as we moved through a
significant transition, and now Steven Emory is
leading us capably and well. Thanks to both of
you! Finally, I m thankful to John Grebe, who
joined us in the interim and is helping us estab-
lish an effective and dynamic ministry to youth
and families. May God bless your work with us
here.

And God bless you all in this New Year.

Randy +



My Faith by Jesse Ehman

The hallway is Christmas snowfall silent, you
know the kind of holiday your parents always
wish for, but never seem to get (as in sweetie,
| m completely positive we re going to have a
white Christmas this year).

Does everyone know? | ask my best friend
Madeline, who is currently a tangle of arms,
legs, and Star Wars limited edition band-aids
(that I m pretty sure glow in the dark), curled up,
somewhere to my right.

By now, itd be kind of hard not to, answers
Obi-wan in a muffled this-is-my-attempt-at-not-
crying-and-you-can-tell-that-1 m-failing-miserably
-at-it, kind of voice. | nod; unsure if that was the
response | had been looking for. Regardless,
the clock above my head ticks beneath its cage
in a steady repetition, as we begin our end.
10, Madeline shouts 9, 8, 7, and 6 -

This is our final countdown, one more second;
better make this last- one last question before
its time to go. Little girl what do you want for
Christmas? Do you still believe in God? And
before our sessions up Jesus, where do goldfish
go when they die? Thats all | wanted to know.
Take your time to hurry up, and please answer
quickly.

Today the world is ending and | am seven years
old.

As a kid my first ideas of God were probably
pretty typical. Oh, you know | would say; hes
that big guy who lives above the clouds. My
dad told me once, that hell come down on
Judgment Day and take me back with him, but
only if I ve been good. A lot like Santa Claus,
only without the hat, but | always imagined him
in a hat anyway. Did you know that he created
the rainbow? Its incredible, I ve heard. My
only question at the time had been whether or
not | would receive my very own pair of angel
wings when | died- and by any chance did they
come in pink?

continued on page 5

Reconciled

By Bonnie Drewes
When Kori Barrett contacted me awhile back to
see if | would be interested in meeting with
some other CTS members around a topic of
mutual interest, | said yes. What was that topic?
It was to look at how welcoming our congrega-
tion is to persons of all sexual orientations and
gender identities. We have talked and prayed
about this, and we have also spoken with former
members who have left the church for various
reasons, but reasons related to issues of accep-
tance and hospitality.

We wish to explore these topics further, and
broaden the conversation. Difficult subject? Per-
haps. Important for us as God s people? Yes.
Kori spoke with the church council in November
and after some discussion, the council voted to
endorse this exploration. It is in that spirit that
we offer the article on page 4, Reconciling Min-
istry: Our Homework as Brothers and Sisters in
Christ. We invite you to read that article with a
prayerful and open heart, and join in this con-
versation.

Retreat cont.

NPR revived this program and airs new essays
on All Things Considered and Weekend Edition.
Carolyn has taught a wide range of writing and
goal-setting workshops and is the author of
three published books.

Also at the Women’s Retreat participants can
learn how to create their own journal in a book
binding workshop led by CTS member Kasey
Potzler who operates an amazing book binding
business, creating beautiful books.




Ark cont.

Late last December, | was helping decide where
my family should make some year-end gifts,
when | remembered my third grade Sunday
School teacher telling me about Heifer Interna-
tional. | looked on the website, and found out
about this amazing package called the Gift Ark.
| thought that we could raise $5,000 as a con-
gregation. | met with John Grebe who really en-
couraged me and had lots of ideas even though
he was new to our church. Pastor Randy was
really encouraging, too, and let me share my
idea with the church on a couple of different
Sundays, and there was a generous response.

First, Sunday School offerings went to the new
goal. Then John Grebe s Family Farm Day in
March and Shawn Dooley s confirmation class
Are You Smarter Than a 7™ Grade Confir-
mand? game in the spring went toward our new
goal. But this excitement and inspiration started
to ebb after a few months. Summer was ap-
proaching, | was busy with a play | was in, and
my schoolwork was very time-consuming. This
new project started to seem like just another
burden on my shoulders. | constantly had to
remind myself that this would change many
people s lives forever. | felt encouraged by the
many adults in our congregation who told me
they wanted to help and thought the Heifer Gift
Ark was a good idea. Kasey Potzler & the Com-
munity Ministries team said proceeds from the
Crop Walk could go toward Heifer Project. Joni
Hall thought of tons of great ideas for fundrais-
ers, and eventually we put into action her idea
for the babysitting day at CTS this month where
lots of people volunteered to help including An-
gela Hess, Meagan Dooley, the Harris girls and
Megan Cornwell. Laurie Robinson helped with
extra bulletin inserts, too. That fundraiser along
with the Community Ministries Gifts of Hope
donations finally pushed us to $5,000! It really
reminded me that With God all things are pos-
sible. John 19:26

[ .
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Reconciling Ministry: Our Home-
work as Brothers and Sisters in
Christ

Our congregation is beginning to look at the
Reconciling in Christ program of Lutherans Con-
cerned, which seeks to identify Lutheran con-
gregations who welcome persons of all sexual
orientations and gender identities into its fellow-
ship and service.

What is there to reconcile? Everybody is
welcome here. This is a comment frequently
heard. After all, churches are fond of thinking
that they are open to everyone, and that some
special welcome or special program isn’t neces-
sary. And it seems to make evangelism easy,
doesn’t it? Just open the doors, and people can
come in. There is no need to make a special ef-
fort to seek, welcome, or receive anyone.

The message of the Gospel, however, is quite
insistent that our mission as a church is to seek
those who are lost (Luke 15:1-10), and to over-
come estrangement with a brother or sister who
may have something against us (Matthew 5:23-
24). We are called to be reconcilers (2 Corin-
thians 5:18-19; Ephesians 2:15-22).

Reconciling Ministry is a Fourfold Commit-
ment. Let’s not think there is no estrangement
that needs reconciling. To accept responsibility
(response-ability) doesn’t mean to accept guilt
for a breach or collapse of relationships, but to
accept the ministry of building the bridges and
repairing the breaches anyway.

Millions of people are estranged today. The
world is full of ex-Baptists, ex-Catholics, ex-
Lutherans, ex-Christians. Enormous numbers of
people are disaffected, hurt, estranged or com-
pletely alienated from one another and from
the Christian faith. Some are angry and filled
with hate toward any and all religions. And
among them are gay/lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered persons, who have heard love
preached, but felt hatred in practice.

Continued on pg. 12



From the desk of John

| am not one who appreciates New Years reso-
lutions. For example, | do not do well with diets.
| prefer to look at a diet as a lifestyle rather than
something you pick up and try on for a short pe-
riod of time. This has become painfully obvious
to me in more recent times with the diagnosis of
my Diabetes. | find myself wrestling with want-
ing to eat all the wonderful goodies one tends to
get during the Holidays. My weight doesnt
seem to be as much of the issue as the con-
sumption of sugar. | have a major sweet tooth,
especially for baked goods. It is a bit ironic to
me that Lent is just around the corner. Why
couldn t | have found out about the diabetes just
prior to Lent when fasting is more common and
giving up sugar would make sense.

| prefer to look at the big picture and ask the
guestion, how does one live a moderate life?
The brokenness we experience in sin translates
into all areas of our life. If these areas were like
radio stations and sin was a jamming device we
would have a better understanding for the static
we have in all areas of our life. Our faith helps
us to tune in on Gods signal. This is done
through  worship, community involvement,
study, service, stewardship, and evangelism.

As | look back to August, and even back to
March, | see a time of learning and absorbing.
What | have learned is that we are a community
which has many wonderful gifts. As | look for-
ward, my resolution is to look to each moment,
hour, and day as a gift from God. Our commu-
nity has many wonderful gifts that are being
used, will be used, and are yet to be discov-
ered. We are the Youth Family and Education
Ministry of Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
and so much more.

In the upcoming months the Youth and Family
Team will be asking you for feedback on how
we are doing in a variety of ministries? We will
be asking, what our gifts are as a congregation?
| believe in an approach to ministry and life that
pursues lifestyle rather than instant gratification.
Needs based thinking is a type of think-

. ont.
ing that chases after an empty vessel.

Asset based thinking pursues growth through
the strengths we already have. With diabetes |
find it helpful to direct my energy towards the
positive thinking rather than the negative. If |
dwell on all that | must give up then | find myself
in a negative downward spiral. This ministry we
share together grows because of the good we
share. As we move forward and aim higher, we
will continue to experience the great things to
come.

Faith cont.

There s a little screen somewhere in the back of
my head that likes to record memories and play
them back at what seems like the most inoppor-
tune times. And this particular memory goes
something like:

Little girl imperfection

Watch her smile; watch her wave

Dancing in place and so tiny we were convinced
She d break in two at even

The slightest touch, that little girl in pigtails
With the somewhat endearing habit

Of wearing the same oversized

Christmas sweater for entire weeks

At a time, push the button on the collar
And the tree lights up-- she s on fire
Holding hands with her mom

And squealing, as her father pretends

To sit on her, David please we re in public
But this time she s laughing

Sometimes though it s not always

A joke; when even the dishes must line
Up in militaristic order, what goes on behind
closed

(And even partway opened) doors

Inside this house of imperfection

She listens, ear to the gap above the floor

My parent s divorce never came as a surprise.
In reality | had been too young to understand
words like dual-custody and complicated-
differences. And yeah, | cried at first, but | was
confused and hadnt known what else to do.
Even now living in two separate houses seems
completely normal to me, and whenever | see
people eating dinner with both, their mom and
dad, my first reaction is always, What s wrong
with them? Cause in life | m learning, even

Continued pg. 9.









Senior Servants Start the New
Year Right!

On January 2, 2008 at 11:30 our CTS Seniors
will gather to not only welcome in the new year
with our first potluck, but welcome our own CTS
member Kathi Willis as well. Through a power
point presentation Kathi will share the inspira-
tion of family history. She will include visuals of
people and places; some of the joys and tribula-
tions of researching family and travelling to fam-
ily locations -- Norway, Lithuania, German, Po-
land, Italy, France and more! Kathi will give us
ideas and ways to research our own families
and to record information for our children suc-
ceeding generations. She will even have forms
for us to use. Join us and catch the inspiration
of researching family history! January s spot-
light will be presented by Betty and John Eagon

What Can We Do About Hearing
Loss?

Our own Melanie Springer will address the topic
of facing hearing loss from her professional
viewpoint as a Positive Psychology Counselor
at the January 19" meeting of the Whatcom
Hearing Loss Association (HLA) Chapter. Tak-
ing the opportunity to encourage people with
hearing loss to begin afresh in the new year,
Melanie entitles her presentation, Gaining a
Fresh 2008 Perspective on Hearing Loss.

Won t you join us? Charlene MacKenzie is how
the new HLA president, succeeding Bert
Lederer. This team in three years has built a
very respected, influential and successful local
chapter in support of the hard of hearing. Its
mission is to educate, inform and advocate. You
are most welcome to attend Saturday, January
19, 2008, 10 11:45 in our Community Room.
No cost and lots of benefits!

Service Teams
Sign up in the Narthex or online at
www.ctslutheran.org

Lisa (& Brad) Cornwell

Kasey (& Lee) Potzler
Leila Anderson
Denna Baker
Jeff Curtis
Laurie Decker
David Edds
Dave Ehman
Sidney Evans
Andrew & Heather Ezrre
Randy & Beth Grauer
Jeff & Lorali Gray

Bob & Carol Ham
Howard & Rosemary
Harris

Cathi & Steve LeCocq
Eric Lysen

Jim & Lorisa Marshall
Diane & Dennis Milten-
berger

Mike Moore
Martha Peterson
John & Marguerite Rietz
Pat & Laurie Robinson

Jan Rystrom
Tom Smith & Linda
Gamrath
Duane & Judy Thomp-

Bob & Diane Becker
Tom & Karen Stuen
Ron & Linda Bahr
Doug Bender
Nancy Blouin

Bobbi Bristol-Treat
Chuck & Marianne Dar-
gitz

Alan & Kirstin Doud
Phil Dwyer & Sheila
Sandiford-Dwyer

Michele Gordon

Donna Grubbs
Melissa & Adam Hall-
mark

Holly Harris

John & Kim Jongeward
John Latimer & Karen
Payne

Tim & Terri McCalla
Wayne & Jutta Millard
Jeff & Diane Monsen
Janet & Tom Morello

Harriet Napiecinski
Brad & Megan Peterson
Taylor & Julie Rawls

John & Flo Stuen
Heidi & Tyson Trudel
Marilyn & Don Wight

son

Cheryl Wolf




Faith cont.

Hamburger Helper isnt quite so simple. And
that s where faith comes in to play; | believe that
there is a reason behind most every situation
and my parents are a good example of this. |
guess, they just werent meant to last together.
Sure, | love them both but I think overall, we re
better off this way. And sometimes there really
is a bigger reason for the choices we make.
Even if those same choices tear us up a little on
the inside, we learn to heal, to adapt. Humans
are creative like that; fixing a broken heart is
something we all have to do in life. Just think of
it as the Home Depot for Surgeons you can do
it we can help, only this time your not paying
this we for an over-priced staple gun you could
have sworn was on sale.

While the past seems to only affect me slightly,
the current present is a lot harder to deal with.
So lets pause to press play (not rewind), are
you ready?

The first words out of his mouth were, Its ok, no
one likes those Jesus freaks, anyways. Sur-
prisingly, Ive been getting this a lot lately.
Whether its a question relating to my faith or
some condescending explanation as to why my
specific beliefs are wrong, everyone s a critic.
Even my English teacher is curious. Just re-
cently our class received a work-packet entitled
Things Fall Apart. Halfway down the page |
notice that question number five reads, Does
religion demand conformity? How has your re-
ligion asked you to behave similarly to those
around you? Um, excuse me but is that really
any of your business? Yeah, | thought not. And
while we re on the subject of conformity, no my
religion isn t asking me to change you are.

Over time, my initial response to these inquiries
has gone from Yes, | most certainly believe in
God. Im a Lutheran, to simply, | go to
church. Because although |ve always been
the one struggling to stand out of a crowd, when
faith is involved | find myself taking neither side.
Unwilling to deny the very thing | have been
raised on yet too afraid to admit its reality.
Maybe | m embarrassed; maybe | m just scared.
No matter how you look at it, on some level | do

continued

care what people think. And yes, I m deathly
afraid that they will judge me, label me, forget
about me. Saying: Oh, thats Jessie- nothing
but another trend, a conformist. Still, everything
| stand for screams that it shouldn t matter, that
none of this should matter. But it does. Its just
like saying, we as a society arent superficial,
when you know as well as | do that despite the
morals our parents have taught us, (principals
that we, ourselves have preached upon) we
would pick glamour out of the line-up, every
time.

In conclusion, you could say that, once
again, | m back where | started; seven years old
and more than a little confused, more than a lit-
tle scared. Because | dont know what s next,
no one does. For all I know maybe someday
the world really will end, every star slowly going
out as the Universe quietly feigns its conviction.

See, | told you so; on this exact date,
specific time. Still, maybe it won t. But for now
I m here in this room, talking, living, and outside
its probably raining. That s all that matters; I still
have the time to make this right.

So, is faith a battle? Yes itis. Is faith a
constant struggle to reach the top? No it isnt,
not by any means. Not my standards anyways.
And | guess | m here today, to tell you straight
up, that | dont know what | believe. | mean its
kind of a hard concept to grasp, when | dont
understand even the simple questions | m ask-
ing. Starting with God, does he/she/it exist?
Can you prove it? No? Then why should | trust
you? And more importantly: why should anyone
trust me?

At this point in life, fifteen years is just me
turning another page; its a book I m reading,
never finished, always impossibly incomplete.
And as for the ending? No one ever expects a
psychic.

Guess | Il have to write it myself. 5, 4, 3,
2,and 1. Begin.



Reserve March 29 for evening of
fun at Interfaith spring auction

Mark your 2008 calendars now and look forward
to a fun evening at Interfaith Coalition s annual
spring auction on March 29 at the Lakeway Inn
in Bellingham. Interfaith s largest fundraising
event of the year begins at 5:30 p.m., and tick-
ets, which will be available in mid-January, cost
$40.

Proceeds from the auction support programs
that provide housing to homeless families,
health care to all in need, and social connection
to isolated seniors.

Interfaith Coalition is seeking donations of finan-
cial underwriting, as well as silent and live auc-
tion items. Especially popular are unique experi-
ences or opportunities and vacation or weekend
getaways.

For more information about the auction or to
make a donation, please call Interfaith Coalition
at 734-3983.

Sing For Joy

By Carol Ham

As the new year begins many of us will being
making the same resolutions we made last year.
Is this really a positive thing? Does it really help
us meet our goals? Most of the time, | feel de-
pressed by February because | havent been
working on my resolutions.

| thought it might be more positive this year to
consider all of the things that are good in my
life. It is interesting how these simple blessings
seem to be forgotten unless we really concen-
trate. It has been advised that we write then
down in some way. Many people will write their
blessings in a diary. Oprah has advised people
to sit each day and write down five things for
which they are grateful. Others will put little
notes to themselves in a jar for those rainy days
when they are feeling down. Some people

Continued pg. 12
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Faith and Everyday Life

Lutheran Counseling Network
Comfort

Very literally, the work derives from the Latin,
meaning, With Strength. It sounds so powerful
yet so cozy. Yet it is a word always with a point
of contrast. Comfort always comes with a need
for it. Comfort in contrast to as a relief from

Other people can be such a comfort at times of
need. We can be so helpful to others as givers
of comfort. Yet comfort can be a tricky match to
whatever the need is. Exactly what kind of com-
fort is needed or even wanted? If we determine
what the other needs, our guess may be cor-
rect, but it might not. If we listen for what the
other needs, we may
hear correctly or we
may not. Then again,
sometimes what we
or the other wants,
may not be what the
real need is. Com-
plex, eh?

Sometimes even the best comfort is not up to
matching the need. What comfort was there for
Rachael weeping for her children, or people
trapped on the upper floors of a Twin Tower in
flames? What do we do when the only real com-
fort involves changing the past?

It is at times like this that we desperately search
for meaning, often turning to God for some sort
of rational explanation. There must be a pur-
pose! we say. This cannot be just random!

But the fact is, evil happens.

This year we will explore the need for and the
reality of comfort and comforting in our lives.
May these articles help you find and find ways
to give comfort in the midst of our ever-present
need for it.



One

%

A poem is a little lens through which we ex-
amine at close range some of the details of the
universe, says Luci Shaw, member of St.
Paul s Episcopal Church, in Bellingham. Luci is
an amazing poet, author of numerous books
(check out her web site) for an array of books
that inspire spiritual growth. She teaches writ-
ing classes, and is a retreat facilitator who is
committed to the arts and her faith. | first met
her at presentation she had with her close
friend, Madeleine L Engle years ago. It was an
inspirational evening, full of love. Recently, |
purchased her Christmas cards at the Allied
Arts festival, and in talking with Carol and
Jeanne, we decided to share this poem.

ONE

*

Winter, and very cold,
and the night at
its deepest. The politicians,
as usual, double tongued.
The town chaotic, teeming
with people.
And tonight, as often
in winter, in Bethlehem,
snow is falling.

&

*

&

*

&

| always love
how each flake,
torn by the ski,
arrives separately
without sound, almost
unnoticed in
a flurry of others. How
each one (on a clear
night) lies there glittering
on the round breast
of snow, crisp

*

May the joy and hope of Christmas live in your
hearts in this holy season and throughout the
New Year. We wish you health, in body, mind,
spirit, and relationships. We are honored to be
part of this health ministry at CTS.

Noel! Joy!

&

*

&

Tisch, Carol And Jeanne, CTS Parish Nurses
and the Health Cabinet

*

and intact as wholly itself
as every radiant star
in a sky sparkling
with galaxies.

Nurses Corner

§ Feeling under pressure? Have
your blood pressure checked by
our parish nurses. The next blood
pressure clinic will be held on Sun-
day, January 20th between the
service and the Congregational Meeting.

&

How many new
babies tonight
in Judea, coming
like snowflakes?
But plucked,
dazzling, from the
eternal heavens

*

&

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will
meet on Monday, January 7th
at 7 pm at the home of Jeanne

*

Brotherton, 3002 Lake Shore {&?& into time,
Rd. Contact Jeanne at 671-3935 or Call Carol %ﬁf tonight is born
Ham 595-2022 for more information. %;%{ The One
S Luci Shaw

*

[
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Civil Rights Leader Dr. Vincent
Harding

Youth of Faith Peace & Justice Retreat
Sunday, January 20, 2008; 1-4pm
Faith Lutheran Church, Northwest and
McLeod

Whatcom Peace & Justice
Center and the youth group of
Faith Lutheran Church host
Civil Rights Leader Dr. Vincent
S Harding, a friend and colleague
 of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
i As a leader in the freedom
movement, Dr. Harding as-
sisted the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
and the Congress of Racial Equality. He has
had a distinguished career as professor of his-
tory at the University of Pennsylvania, Spelman
College, Temple University, and The Iliff School
of Theology. Dr. Harding currently serves as -
chairperson of the Veterans of Hope Project, a
center for the study of religion and democratic
renewal.

He is the author of over a dozen volumes on
African American History and the Civil Rights
Movement, including There Is a River: The
Black Struggle for Freedom in America; and We
Must Keep Going: Martin Luther King and the
Future of America.

Dr. Harding is a warm, wise man who is pas-
sionate about working with the youth of Amer-
ica. This peace and justice youth retreat will ex-
plore the historic roots of the civil rights move-
ment focusing on the involvement and leader-
ship of young people and the relevance of the
movement to today.
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Interfaith s annual meeting
inspires

After traveling across the country to escape on-
going abuse by her husband, a woman finds
safe shelter for her and her two children. At In-
terfaith Coalition s annual meeting on Jan. 24,
she will share the story of how living in one of
the coalition s emergency houses helped her on
her path to independence.

For 25 years Interfaith Community Health Cen-
ter has provided care to adults and children re-
gardless of their ability to pay. The health cen-
ter s services, which began with telephone refer-
rals, continue to evolve, as the center broadens
its scope and range to benefit people in need in
Whatcom County. What plans are in the works
at this time? You ll find out at Interfaith Coali-
tion s annual meeting, which begins at 7 p.m. at
Faith Lutheran Church, 2750 McLeod Road at
Northwest Avenue, in Bellingham.

Please plan to attend the meeting, and bring a
friend or family member, too. You Il be inspired
by hearing the difference the work our coalition
of 45 congregations, plus St. Joseph Hospital,
makes in the lives of our neighbors in need.

Sing cont.

spend time in the morning doing this and in-
clude a short devotion with it to thank God each
day for their many blessings. Others take time
in the evening.

The way we do it or the time doesnt really mat-
ter. Itis just the routine of doing it daily because
we do have so many things that are good in our
lives. It has been shown that this helps both
our psychological and physical health. What a
wonderful way to take care of ourselves.

So please join me this year and remember the

wonderful blessings we have to be thankful for

each and every day. Have a healthy and won-
derful New Year.



RIC cont.

A Reconciling Ministry starts with a simple com-
mitment that no one deserves to be lost or
abandoned to such isolation, violence, verbal
abuse, rejection, homelessness, or self-hatred.
Reconciling means to offer a new relationship
where it is either damaged or impossible unless
someone steps forward to say, Let's make this
relationship better. Let’'s make this work. For the
love of God, let’s begin again.

Saying Welcome is just the first sign of a four-
fold commitment that moves a Reconciling M
ministry forward. We find a complete model and
framework of the Reconciling in Christ Program
in Luke 15, the parable of the Prodigal Son .
Here are welcome, acceptance, hospitality and
reconciliation.

Welcome. There is a longing on the part of God
that the child comes home. God is always there,
watching and waiting, ready to receive those
who are coming home. If the Church means to
wait with God, then Welcome means anticipa-
tion, readiness and patience, hoping that those
who are estranged will come home and not find
our gates shut to them.

Acceptance. There is recognition of the lost
son coming home not as a stranger but as a
child of the family who belongs here. God sets
no requirement for the one who returns, such as
a lower status, or conditional love, no repatria-
tion, no probationary period nor purgatory. God
is not even interested in the quality or thorough-
ness of our

repentance speeches. If the Church means to
proclaim God’s acceptance, it needs to remove
its road blocks, conditions and hedges. Above
all, it needs to see anyone who comes home as
part of the family, not a stranger.

Hospitality. Too often, the Church’s implicit
message to a newcomer is a nonchalant Take
it or leave it! But here is unconditional, even

prodigal hospitality, a party!
Continued
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The word prodigal has stuck to this story. In
Webster’'s Dictionary, after reckless wasteful-
ness (the younger son?) is abundant generos-
ity or liberality; lavishness. The parable is about
God, so the best title might be The Parable of
the Prodigal Father. If the Church means to imi-
tate God’s hospitality, it can do more than say
everybody welcome and ignore those who
come seeking God’s lavish and generous love.
Let s throw a Homecoming Party.

Reconciliation. Finally, the parable portrays the
strong desire for reconciling between brothers to
complete the reconciliation which the Father be-
gan with each son. In the parable, the Father
says to the Elder, Son, it is fitting..., it is right,...
We have to celebrate and rejoice. If the Church
intends to live out God’s desire for reconcilia-
tion, it should seek all means possible to end
estrangement, to set aside its resentments and
its self-righteous pride. The homework assign-
ment which God gives to the church is to keep
on reconciling as brothers and sisters.

' Lutherans Concerned/North America Recon-
ciling in Christ Program

Respecting Our Indian and

Alaska Communities
by The Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, Bishop

In 1987 leaders of most of the Christian judica-
tories based in Seattle signed an apology to the
Native American communities for our sins in
taking the land that we now enjoy. We commit-
ted ourselves to respect our Indian and Alaska
native communities as we live together in the
future. At that time the bishops of two of our
predecessor churches, Tom Blevins and Lowell
Knutson, signed the apology. In 1997 the same
denominations reissued the apology again. This
time our bishop, Don Maier, signed on our be-
half.

We are now at the twentieth anniversary of that
first document. Much has changed and much is
still very much the same. On December 7 and 8

| participated with the lead- Continued pg. 14



Respect cont.

ers of other denominations in a gathering to lis-
ten again to our indigenous communities. The
news of the apology was heard around the
world 20 years ago. Leaders from our Indian
communities in Washington shared the apology
with other indigenous communities. Leaders
from New Zealand, Canada and the rest of the
United States read what we said. The apology
played a role in issues related to Madrona Point
on Orcas Island and at Snoqualmie Falls.

It is important that we build on the apology in
building relationship with communities that we
as Lutherans have had limited contact, if any.
Several of our members are working closely
with native communities, but as a church we are
slow to establish relationships. It is out of these
avoidances that the sin of racism grows. The
meeting last month decided that we would not
re-apologize again. We meant it in 1987 and in
1997. Now we move toward living in restored
relationships. That is always harder than saying
we are sorry.

In the coming months | hope that we will see
dialogs to address common issues and to ad-
dress the realities of life with our native sisters
and brothers. Issues of health care affect both
of our communities. The high rate of infant mor-
tality among the native communities is a scan-
dal that should be addressed by all of us.

Facing the destructive power of sin is never
easy. The damage that has been done between
our communities cannot be ignored. We believe
that the reign of God was established on the
cross. As Gods people through Jesus death
and resurrection our sin has been put to death.
We do not ignore it or minimize its affects. At
the same time we are called to live as forgiven
children of God. We can relate to the pain of the
world because God has come into the world s
pain to bring hope. It is living in this hope that
we now honestly come to know our native sister
and brother.
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December Floods
How To Help Our Neighbors

Lutheran Disaster Response NW is a collabora-
tive effort of the ELCA Synods and the LCMS
Pacific Northwest District in Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington in partnership with Lutheran Com-
munity Services NW and our national church
organizations.

In a disaster, who are the first responders?
They are your neighbors, friends and family.
Quickly local emergency response by police, fire
and local government begin to assess and re-
spond. With a presidential declaration, FEMA is
empowered to bring financial, organizational,
and networking resources. At this writing
(12/11/07), 11 counties in Oregon and Washing-
ton have received this declaration and five more
are expected to receive this support.

Simultaneously, the non governmental agencies
join with their immense resources. After the first
response, groups like Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse NW are prepared to assist or lead state
and local volunteers in the cleanup and direct
assistance needed by individuals and families.
We will also prepare for reconstruction in the
affected areas.

If you would like to give to this disaster please
visit the ELCA website (www.elca.org/disaster/
giving/) and designate the gift as the Oregon/
Washington Floods.

At the time of publication of this issue of The
Spirit the synod staff is working on adding infor-
mation regarding the flooding for the synods
website. The goal is to have it available to view
by December 19. Please visit
www.lutheransnw.org.



REMEMBER IN PRAYER

TheWorld

Peace may replace our global cycle of violence

and government leaders might work on behalf of

all peopleregardless of ethnicity or religious ori-

entation.

Thosein the military, for their safety and safe

return home, especially Ted Highhouse, Steven,
Kyle, Kendall Seli, and Neill Wood. May God keep them
safe.

Hope and healing in the lives of survivors of family violence,
and a change of heart for the perpetrators of such violence.

The Church & Parish

Understanding across faith traditions.

Bishops Chris Boerger and Mark Hanson for your guided
leadership.

Interfaith Coalition as we use our resources together to do
mission.

Seminarian Roni Dittli and others considering the call or or-
dained ministry.

January service teams and coordinators.

Health, Healing, Peace, and Hope

Rosa Hoagland as she recovers from surgery.

Laura Henninger, suffering from a broken bone on the side of
her foot.

Brad Petersen as he undergoes testing.

Karen Houser, mother of Christie Kruhlak, as she recovers
from surgery.

Bob, friend of the Christey s, in Alaska as heis dealing with

ALS.

Pat Dwyer and Family, as he struggles with complications

from ALS.

Jackie L epper, the cousin of Linda Clemons, for peace and

health.

Barbara Hanlon, diagnosed with cancer, for strength and heal-

ing.

Craig, Heath Oberlander, Mdinda Jones, Lois Ferry, Bill
Broughton, Marilou Orr, Bobbi, Derek, John Stuen, Ken
Miner, Jim Highhouse, Phyllis Segren, Pam Spangler &
Jennifer Loi for healing and strength.

Nathan Rosenquist, the Miley s great-nephew, for healing
from cancer.

Kyle Rogers, (Ro-Jay’) afive year old diagnosed with an in-
operable brain tumor, for healing, and peace for his family.

Jm McKenzie, for continued prayers as he struggles with loss
of independence and severe pain.

The Bavarro family for strength and support in these trying
times.

Logan Reitz for strength and guidance.
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