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SERVANTS’  SONG 
A PUBLICATION OF CHRIST THE SERVANT LUTHERAN CHURCH                                              April 2009 

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church — Mission Statem ent  
Called by God to share the Good News, we are the ha nds of Christ:  

lifted in worship, joined in learning, extended in service, supporting in love and reaching for justic e. 

The Sandwich Generation Meets 
Monthly (just not this month!) 
 
No meeting in April due to Easter 
 
You are invited to come have sandwiches and 
conversation about caring for aging parents or 
grieving the death of parents.  Come to  “Holy 
Grounds” following the 11am worship service.  
Come one month or every month as meets your 
needs or schedule.  Those that have attended in 
the last few months find the mutual support 
meaningful. 
 
The Sandwich Generation typically meets at 
12:30 and will meet next on May 3 (first Sunday, 
because of Mother’s Day). 
 
Signing up in the narthex to participate with 
“The Sandwich Generation” is helpful for    
preparation.  Questions?  Contact Deaconess 
Boyden at deacboyden@earthlink.net or       
922-0897.  (If Sundays is never a good option 
for you, but you are interested, please suggest 
an alternate time). 

LUNCH-TIMERS IN THE     
SPOTLIGHT! 
 
April 8th at noon will feature food, fun and   
fellowship.  John Grebe will be bringing CTS 
youngsters, Kindergarten through 4th graders, 
to join in the noon meal before they take a 
field trip to Bellingham's Railroad Museum.  
  
While a few Lunch-timers will provide      
transportation and accompany the youth, most 
of them will enjoy the Spotlight on several of 
their "own."  Joan Biasini will share her       
fascinating pastime, "Getting to Know my    
Ancestors Better".  Jeanne Brotherton has an 
inside view of the "Parish Nurse Ministry" for 
us. And both Don and Joanne Pearson will 
present their views on "Our Journeys Through 
Life."  Now that is the kind of fare that can't be 
beat!  Bring your potluck contribution, eat with 
us, and get to know these CTS members in a 
way that will delight you. 

Holy Week Services 
7:00 PM  

 
Thursday, April 9—Maundy Thursday Service 
       A Communion Service w/ Foot washing 
 
Friday, April 10—Good Friday Service 
 
Saturday, April 11—Vigil of Easter 
 

Easter Services 
 

8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Brunch at 9:45 am 

  

ACOLYTE TRAINING and       
PIZZA PARTY 
 
Children currently in second grade 
and older are invited to meet with 
Deaconess Boyden after the 11am 
worship service on Sunday, April 26.  
After feasting on some pizza,        
students can acquire and refine their 
skills as acolytes.     Current acolytes 
are encouraged to participate.  Their experience 
is a great gift for newcomers!  Training           
encourages confidence, and confidence makes 
it more fun.  Don’t miss out!  There are some 
new incentives to encourage this meaningful 
service for the congregation to the glory of God. 
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We are the hands of Christ...Lifted in Worship 
 

The Servant Song is printed and distributed by the 
fourth week of the month.  Deadline for article     
submissions is the third Wednesday of the month.  
Submissions may be made via email to office@ ctslu-
theran.org.  
 
Like to help fold and address newsletters. Contact the 
church office for details!!!!! 

Nurses Corner…  
Feeling under pressure?  Have 
your blood pressure checked 
by our parish nurses.  The next 
blood   pressure clinic will be 
held on   Sunday, April 19 be-
tween services in the narthex. 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
It’s been a busy and reflective Lenten season 
for the Call Committee: we have been meeting 
weekly for the past month or more. By the time 
you read this, we will have completed the initial 
round of interviews with three of the candidates 
the Bishop sent to us in early March. The first 
interview was on March 20th, and the last on 
March 30th. One candidate from the mid-west 
withdrew his name from the process after      
deciding that a move to Bellingham at this point 
wouldn’t work for him and his family. 
 
We’re very excited about the candidates that 
are coming to interview. We’ve enjoyed getting 
to know them through their mobility papers, 
talks with references, phone calls and e-mails, 
and it will be even better to meet them face to 
face. Their skills and strengths seem to be a 
great match for our congregation. 
 
We may decide that we would like to have a 
second interview with our top choice(s); if so, 
those interviews would happen after Easter. In 
the unlikely event that none of the candidates 
seems like the one we’ve been waiting for, we 
would begin the interview process again with a 
new slate of names from the Bishop. 
 
The congregation will have a chance to meet 
the final candidate in an informal “getting-to-
know-you” event sometime in late April. Shortly 
thereafter, the congregation will come together 
in a special meeting for the purpose of voting to 
extend the call to that pastor, and to approve 
the compensation package.  
 
Many people from the congregation have 
stepped up and offered to help with providing 
housing, meals, welcome baskets, and even 
clean-up. That has been so heartening and 
such a blessing. Thank you again for your    
continued prayers and support: we couldn’t do 
our work without that strong foundation. 
 
Blessings of Lent: the Call Committee of CTS 

JAPANESE STUDENTS NEED 
HOST FAMILIES -  
July 22–August 11!!   
 
We are looking for families now, who would like 
to have a new and exciting international,      
educational experience this summer!  Host a 
Japanese girl (ages15/16) for three weeks in 
your home.  Learn about Japan and the      
Japanese culture while she learns about living 
with an American family.  Students participate in 
a program of classes and field trips held during 
the weekdays in downtown Bellingham.  A   
wonderful experience for families with children 
of all ages!  High School age children of host 
families are invited to apply to become         
Conversation Pals during class time.            
Conversation Pals are monetarily compensated 
for their time. You can think of this as a reverse 
mission opportunity.  This program has been 
coming to Bellingham for around 30 years.  If 
this is an opportunity you would like to             
experience or for more information contact     
Co-Coordinators, Peggy Carr, 733-7978 or    
961-1511,email: carrfish@aol.com or Robin 
McQuery, 676-6208, email: rmcquery@aim.com 
Volunteering your home this summer would 
mean a lot to a visiting student. 
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We are the hands of Christ...Joined in Learning 
 

From the Desk of…..John 
 
The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering, “JESUS, JUSTICE, & JAZZ”, will be in 
New Orleans, Louisiana July 21-27, 2009.  Of the 35,000 projected       
attendees the following youth and adults will be representing CTS: 
 
Colton Miltenberger                Derek White Anna Harris                      Maddie White   
Ashley Hanson                       Angela Hess  Dylan Hanson                  Mark Springer 
Mathew Springer                    Eric Bochsler John Grebe                      Melanie Springer 
 
Matt Springer commented to me recently that it is going to be “Hot and Humid” when we are there.  
Oh how true that statement is!  As we prepare for this trip, we encourage you to keep us in your 
prayers.  We continue to work on fundraising with three more main efforts.  We will be setting up, 
serving, and cleaning up during Easter brunch; we are holding the “Jesus, Justice, & Jazz Dinner & 
Auction” on May 2nd; and we will be doing a letter writing campaign requesting prayer support and 
financial investment. 
 
Consider for a moment that 35,000 youth and adults will be making a pilgrimage to New Orleans in 
response to God’s call to serve and gather as Lutherans in worship and fellowship.  The “Jesus,  
Justice, and Jazz” title reflects the nature of this event well.  We honor, support, and encourage our 
youth to embrace the greater church body through these experiences in shared community and   
service.  Please encourage and thank these folks as they prepare for their journey. 
 

In The Interim 
 

I want to thank Pastor Jim, council, call committee, staff, and the congregation members at large for 
all the work and effort to make this interim time go as smoothly as possible.  As a staff member 
working in this interim time, I face daily challenges that are brought to the surface due to change.  
Change is difficult, and for the most part we have fared well.  During the past month we were faced 
with challenges about how to make decisions about use of space.  In the process of making          
decisions it became apparent that communication was challenging.  Each committee involved had 
valid concerns and needs that could have been over-looked if we hadn’t openly shared our         
frustrations.  In the end we all came together collaboratively to seek out a solution.  Christ the      
Servant has a strong backbone of lay leadership and it has been this leadership that has helped 
things to stabilize when things have felt shaky.  I am grateful for the whole congregation practicing a 
non anxious presence as we trust in God’s guidance in each step forward. 
 
Clarity of vision and purpose gives us stability and direction.  At the core of who we are as a church 
is worship.  I have truly enjoyed and been richly blessed by our worship leadership team that lovingly 
works at creating a variety of meaningful experiences.  I hold up this group as an example of stability 
in our community during this interim.  Any given church has corner stones that create stability and 
balance.  As we move into a time of new leadership each corner stone will discover renewal,        
reorientation, and adventure with a new pastor.  Hearing and seeing new adventures yet unknown 
through the eyes of this new leader should be our greatest hope.  I pray that God will build up trust in 
us to see this time of change as an adventure that will challenge and excite us. 
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We are the hands of Christ...Joined in Learning 
 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
4/18 A Youth and Family Symposium will be held from 10am-2:30pm at Lutherwood.  This event 
is free and will include lunch.  The purpose of this event is to bring youth and adults from Whatcom 
Cluster and Skagit/Island Cluster together to discuss youth and family ministry in our northern   
communities of the NWWA Synod of the ELCA.  If you are interested in attending or would like 
more details please notify John Grebe.  The registration deadline is April 14th. 
 

                        Children’s Ministry 
4/8 K-4th graders are invited to Lunch and the Railroad Museum with the 
Lunch-timers.  We will meet at CTS at 12pm for lunch (with the Lunch-timers) 
and then play games and pack into cars to go to the Museum at 2pm.  Kids 
can be picked up at CTS at 3:20pm.  The Lunch-timers are an  active group of 
members of CTS who are mostly retired.  This is a great opportunity for an          
intergenerational experience. 
 

Confirmation 
The Confirmation Spring session will be Thursday nights 6:15-7:45 pm on April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 
21, and 28.   
  
The spring retreat will be April 24-25; details to follow. 
 

High School Youth Group 
The High school youth group consists of 9-12th grade high school youth who meet on Wednesday 
nights from 7:00-8:30pm.  We have a variety of activities and our faith centered discussions are 
never dull.   Feel free come and check it out anytime. 
 
4/1 H.S. Youth Ice Cream at Dairy Queen 
4/8 Spring Break No Youth Group 
4/15 H.S. Youth Discussion: Capital Punishment 

4/22 H.S. Youth Bowling 

4/29 H.S. Youth Mall Scavenger Hunt 

 

2009 National Youth Gathering 
May 2  Jesus, Justice, & Jazz Dinner & Auction:  Please join us on May 2nd, 2009 for a night 
of Jesus, Justice, and Jazz!  Help send twelve of your servants to the ELCA youth gathering in 
New Orleans! Come enjoy good food, good music, and an auction. Bring your friends and family.  
Time: 6:00 p.m. (Dinner) and 7:00 p.m. (Auction).  Cost: $7 per person or $20 for a family 
 
Highlights:  Pasta Dinner:  Auction:  Live Music:  Support Your Youth 
Consider donating an auction item and be on the look out for dinner tickets to go on sale in April. 
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We are the hands of Christ...Extended in Service 
Service Teams 

Sign up in the Narthex or online at 
www.ctslutheran.org 

Tom & Karen Stuen 

Cheryl Wolf 

Ron & Linda Bahr 

Doug Bender 

Nancy Blouin 

Bobbi Bristol-Treat 
Chuck & Marianne 

Dargitz 

Alan & Kirstin Doud 
Phil Dwyer & Sheila 

Sandiford-Dwyer 

Michele Gordon 

Donna Grubbs 
Melissa & Adam Hall-

mark 

Holly Harris 
John Latimer & Karen 

Payne 

Tim & Terri McCalla 

Wayne & Jutta Millard 

Jeff & Diane Monsen 

Harriet Napiecinski 

Taylor & Julie Rawls 

Flo Stuen 

Doug & Sandy Thomas 

Heidi & Tyson Trudel 

Marilyn & Don Wight 

THE BLESSINGS OF BIONICS! 
Saturday, April 18th here at CTS 

 
If you are over 40, you probably remember the 
popular TV series, The Six Million Dollar Man  
(circa 1974), starring Lee Majors, a pop culture 
icon of the times.  This was followed by a    spin
-off starring Lindsay Wagner as The Bionic 
Woman .  Lee and Lindsay were cyborgs,      
humans whose bodies have been taken over, in 
whole or in part, by electromechanical devices.  
Far out science fiction in those days, but no 
more. 
 
Two members of our congregation could now 
be called cyborgs as a result of phenomenal       
advancements in bioengineering and           
electrophysiology.  Bert Lederer and Charlene 
MacKenzie recently received cochlear implants, 
a surgically placed electrode array in the inner 
ear with an external processor that looks like a 
large hearing aid.  Bert and Charlene have            

progressed from being 
essentially deaf to    
hearing in the normal 
range.  Not science fic-
tion by any means! 
 
How would you like to 
know more about the   

bionic restoration of ability to understand 
speech and enjoy music?  Perhaps you have a 
friend or family member that might be             
interested, too.  So mark your calendar for April 
18th when the Hearing Loss Association of 
Whatcom County meets in the Community 
Room from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Bert will give a 
presentation about cochlear implants and share 
his personal experience.  The program, Living 
with a Cochlear Implant – Six Months of 
Brain Training , will also include a live         
demonstration of Sprint’s web based captioned 
telephoning.  A no-host luncheon at The Five 
Columns restaurant will follow the meeting. 
 
Please contact Bert (319-4540) if you have 
questions about the program.  Call Charlene 
(738-3756) to RSVP for the luncheon. 

Jeff & Bev Brook 
Rick & Claudia Acker-

man 

Thad Allen 
Bob & Barbara Ander-

son 

Arlene & Doug Coppin 

Peter & Bonnie Drewes 

John & Shary Ennen 
Michael & Analisa Fick-

lin 

Dan & Mary Glaze  

Andy  Harris 

Dave & Debra Jones  

Karolyn Labes 

David & Tisch Lynch 

Erma MacKinnon  

Dana & Cindy Petersen 
Darrell Schoen & 

Donna Gustin 

Phyllis Segren  

Mary Strohmeyer  

Rebecca Thomas  
Jim & Betsy Stuen 

Walker 

Sarah Wood 

Tim Wynn 

Mark & Kori Barrett 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
11:30 am—Interim Prayer 
6:00—Soup Supper 
7:00 pm—Lent Service 
7:00—8:30 pm High School 

Youth Group 

2  
5:00—9:00 pm Choirs and 
Family Activities 

 
 
 

3 
11:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
8:30 & 11:00 —Worship 
9:45 am—Sunday School, 
Conf. (9th), Adult Forum 
 

6 
7:00 pm—Worship  Meeting 
7:00 pm—B’ham Chamber 

Chorale rehearsal 
 
 

7 
. 
10:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
 

8 
11:30 am—Interim Prayer 
12:00 Lunch-timers Potluck 
 

 

9 
7:00 pm– Maundy Thursday 

Service 
 

10 
11:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
7:00 pm—Good Friday 
Service 
 
 

11 
9:00 am—Work Party 
7:00 pm—Easter Vigil 
 
 

12 
Easter 
 

8:30 & 11:00 —Worship 
9:45—Easter Brunch 

13 
3:00 pm—Pvt. Music Class 
7:00 pm—Worship  Meeting 
7:00 pm—B’ham Chamber 

Chorale rehearsal 
 
 

14 
7:30 am—Executive Comm. 
10:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
7:00 pm—Prayer Shawl 
 Meeting (off site) 
 

15 
Newsletter Deadline 
11:30 am—Interim Prayer 
7:00 pm—Interim Prayer 
7:00—8:30 pm High School 

Youth Group 

16 
 
5:00—9:00 pm Choirs and 
Family Activities 

17 
Council Report Deadline 
11:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
 
 

18 
9:30 am—HLA Meeting 
12:00 pm—Festival of 
Music Auditions 
7:30 pm—Jeremy Berry 
Recital 
 

19 
8:30 & 11:00 —Worship 
9:45 am—Sunday School, 
Conf. (9th), Adult Forum 
 

20 
7:00 pm—Community Minis-

tries Meeting 
7:00 pm—B’ham Chamber 

Chorale rehearsal 

21   
10:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
6:30 pm—Council Mtg. 
 

22  
11:30 am—Interim Prayer 
7:00 pm—Interim Prayer 
7:00—8:30 pm H. S. Youth 
Group 

23 
5:00—9:00 pm Choirs and 
Family Activities 

24 
11:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  

25 
 

26 
8:30 & 11:00 —Worship 
9:45 am—Sunday School, 
Confirmation (9th), Adult 
Forum 
12:30—Acolyte Training 

27 
6:00 pm—T.R.I.P. meeting 
7:00 pm—Kindred Sisters 
7:00 pm—B’ham Chamber 

Chorale rehearsal 
 

28 
10:00 am—Adaptive Yoga  
6:30—CTSon Parent Mtg. 

29 
 
11:30 am—Interim Prayer 
7:00 pm—Interim Prayer 
7:00—8:30 pm H. S. Youth 
Group 

30 
 

5:00—9:00 pm Choirs and 
Family Activities 

  

Apri l  2009 
Choirs - Thursdays 
5:00 - 5:45 - Joyful Sound 
5:00 - 6:00 - Treble Choir 
6:15 - 7:15 - ASAP 
7:30 - 9:00 - Servant Singers 

Family Thursdays 
5:45—6:30—Family Dinner 
6:15—7:45—Confirmation 7/8 grade 
 

Christ The Servant Lutheran Church    2600 Lakeway Dr., Bellingham, WA 98229 360.733.1277 
Office Assistant: Laurie Robinson     Interim Pastor: Jim Miley 
Email: office@ctslutheran.org      Email: PastorJim@ctslutheran.org 
Dir. Youth/Family: John Grebe      Minister of Visitation: April Boyden 
Email: youthandfamily@ctslutheran.org     visit@ctslutheran.org 
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Faith and Everyday Life   

Playmates 
 
No, not the kind with the 
bunny ears, the kind you 
had as a kid. Remember 
when you could just 
show up at your friend’s 
door and ask if he or she could play? Pretty 
simple! 
 
A while back there were some Sunday School 
materials developed called The Purple Puzzle 
Tree. There was a record in the packet with a 
recurring song: 
 
A long, long time ago, when God was very 
young, 
He has no one to walk with, he had no one to 
talk with,  
He had no one to play with. 
Now that wasn’t very good, now was it? 
 
What we learned was that God created people 
for connection, with God and with each other. 
Little people are free to connect with others 
repeatedly. This sets neural patterns in their 
brains for the rest of their lives that will allow 
them to form strong bonds with others later.  
 
You have these pathways embedded in you. 
Maybe they are open and flowing. Maybe they 
are a bit calcified or at least out of use. 
 
Who are your playmates today? Who can you 
call and say, “Do ya wanna play with me?” 
Why don’t you count them up, yeh, right now. 
If there are lots, sit back, smile and feel warm. 
Give thanks to God. If there are few, you 
might be more isolated than you want to be.  
 
God Does not want you to be alone. God 
wants you to have playmates. Take a chance. 
Call someone and ask if they wanna come out 
and play. They just might say yes. 
 
  Lutheran Counseling Network 

Parish Nurse Corner 
 
Congratulations to Jeanne Brotherton! She has 
been selected as the new Education              
Coordinator for the Parish Nurse Program at   
St. Joseph Hospital. Along with being a       
wonderful nurse, Jeanne has a Masters degree 
in Education, and will use her gifts and expertise 
in this role.  She will be a very valuable member 
of the team  supporting Parish Nurses, and   
others called to this special ministry.  Dotty   
Marston, Parish Nurse from Light and Life, free 
Methodist Church, has been selected as the 
Outreach Coordinator. Along with a few         
volunteer consultants, this team will bring new 
support and ideas to this thriving program.   
 

Recently monies were severely re-
duced by SJH for the Parish Nurse 
Program. Dick Cathell, Chaplain at 
SJH will be the hospital liaison and 
leader for this program. Hopefully, he 
will be successful finding new sources 
of funding to support the current min-
istry of over 75 Parish Nurses and 
Health Ministers in Skagit and What-
com Counties.  The St Joseph Foun-
dation has a special category for folks 
to donate to our program. If you 

yearly give to this Foundation, you might like to 
earmark some of your donation to the Parish 
Nurse Program.  Thank you!  
 
Thanks also to many of you at CTS, who wrote 
letters to the hospital in support of continuing 
this volunteer outreach ministry. Touching and, 
supportive letters from Bert Lederer and Mary 
Hess come to mind.  Please pray for the       
challenges we face, and to stir up the Holy Spirit 
in our new leaders and membership.  
 
And of course, please congratulate and pray for 
Jeanne!  
 
Tisch Lynch and Carol Ham, CTS Parish 
Nurses  
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Meet the Members! 
Interviews by Deaconess April Boyden 
 
 God has created us as community, family, & 
co-workers, and Jesus called us friends.  So 
let’s get to know each other.   
 
John Eagon  has been with Christ the Servant 
about four years.  Just seven years ago he  
became married to his wife, Betty, at Central   
Lutheran.  John asks, “How could I ever be so 
fortunate to marry THE best person in the 
world?  Truly Betty is the neatest person!” 
 
John and Betty worship most every Sunday 
with his daughters Claudia (Rick) Ackerman, 
and Cindy with her husband Jim and their son, 
Heath Oberlander.  John finds much joy in his 
5 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren 
who are scattered from Bellingham to Tokyo. 
 
Fremont, Ohio, near Toledo holds many happy 
childhood memories for John.  He had a pony 
and a horse and would ride around on a sleigh 
with his father, bells and all!  Many a sunny 
day would find him fishing with his mother.  
His father died young, and John and his 
mother moved to Walla Walla, Washington 
where at 19 he met and married his late wife, 
a Lutheran Pastor’s kid.  That was when the 
Methodist John became a Lutheran.  They 
were married for 56 years. 
 
John doesn’t have any hobbies per se.  “My 
primary interests are my family and work.”  
Like his father, who owned and operated a  
funeral home in Fremont, John has spent a 
lifetime career serving in funeral homes.  He 
enjoys helping others during a low spot in their 
lives.  Some remark that he appears always to 
be a “proper, dignified funeral director.”  Then 
they see him at the Elks Club dancing! 
 
God is a trustworthy giver of good things.  A 
life of faith has days of doubt, John says, but, 
“I have every hope that heaven will be my 
home and I know my life on earth is better for 

knowing God.” 
 
John would love to talk with you anytime about 
ANYthing.  He’d prefer you talk face to face, or 
will tolerate the phone.  Just don’t try           
communicating by email!  He likes to hear your 
voice! 
 
Kathy Auerbach  began going to CTS in the fall 
of 2007, after having worshipped at another   
Lutheran church for 10 years. “I was seeking a 
church home with a variety of opportunities for 
worship and a great music program and it was 
clear to me—almost from my first worship     
service at CTS—that I have found the church 
home I was seeking.”  Several friends are   
members at CTS and encouraged her to “try it 
on for size.” Kathy joined CTS in early 2008,   
after meeting with Pastor Randy. 
 
To answer “’Where am I seen around town?’ is 
both easy and difficult. In my current career      
(I think this is my fifth!) as a full-time Realtor 
with Keller Williams Realty, I travel throughout 
the county in my work with buyers and sellers. 
My office is on Byron Avenue, just off Lincoln 
Street. But, most days I am in my car, going to 
and from appointments.” 
 
Many things bring joy to Kathy’s life. Along with 
being an active member of the Prayer Shawl  
Ministry, she loves to sing and you will find her 
at choir practice on Thursday evenings. She is 
thrilled to be a part of the Servant Singers—
“they are a fabulous group with so many        
excellent musicians. I view singing as a form of 
mental health therapy.” For the past several 
Christmas seasons, Kathy has sung with the 
Skagit Valley College singers who have      per-
formed at several Habitat for Humanity   pro-
grams and with the Skagit Symphony as well. 
“One of my cherished memories was the oppor-
tunity to join with 180 voices in Carnegie Hall in 
April 2007. We did Haydn’s Mass in Time of 
War—an experience I shall never    forget. Mak-
ing it extra special was the       presence of my 
son and his then-girlfriend, who flew in from Se-



9 

We are the hands of Christ...Supporting in Love 
 
attle to wave at me in the audience and to hear 
the mass.” 
 
Another recent blessing was participating in 
her son’s wedding to her wonderful, beautiful 
daughter-in-law Alpa. “Anyone who has ever 
attended a wedding, in which the vows are in 
Sanskrit, can appreciate my sentiments that 
human values,  and the importance of binding 
two families together through marriage, have 
far more similarities across cultures than      
differences.  Please don’t tell them, but I’m 
now praying for a pregnancy with twins!” 
  
Kathy loves to write and does so every night—
after her real estate work is completed. 
 
This “cradle Lutheran,” was baptized at Ballard 
First Lutheran Church in Seattle when 6 
months old.  Kathy’s father was finally back 
from Alaska, where he was serving as a Navy 
pilot. As a Navy brat, the family moved around 
a lot. Kathy was confirmed in a church in Oak 
Harbor, Washington and started singing in the 
choir in San Diego when she was 10. “The first 
hymn I remember doing in parts was “Beautiful 
Savior.” My grandmother had come to visit and 
I remember she thought we were the very best 
singers of that hymn she had ever heard. 
Aren’t grandmothers wonderful?!” 
 
Bruce Henninger  has been a member at CTS 
for 27 years.  He and his fiancé were looking 
for a church.  Then Choir Director and Western 
Professor Cole Biasini invited that bride-to-be 
to sing in the choir on her first visit.  The       
following Tuesday he asked her to be the 
guest director the next Sunday.   Rumor has it 
Cole was sitting in the back row, smiling!  
Bruce and wife Cindy have been here ever 
since and added their daughter Laura.  The 
Henninger’s loved the beauty of the original 
sanctuary with its lovely wood at Christ the 
Servant. Later, serving as congregational 
president, Bruce was on the committee to raise 
funds for the new beautiful sanctuary. 
 

Raised by his Norwegian Lutheran Mother in 
Oak Harbor, Bruce has been a lifelong           
Lutheran.  You may remember him telling      
stories of Christmas cookies when he was the 
master of ceremonies at the Advent celebration 
this winter. 
 
It was about 5th grade when “faith” came        
together for Bruce at Camp Lutherwood.  He 
met friends to last a lifetime there. Camp was so 
valuable to the family he remembers that even 
though one summer he couldn’t get to camp, 
they still paid his registration so another child 
could have the blessing of participation.  It was 
the sense of “Christian Community” that made 
things clear.  How amazing to come together 
with kids from many other places and have few 
things in common but find commonality in 
Christ.  “Church is a place of grace and        
hospitality.  It shows who we are as Christians.” 
 
Showing hospitality found Bruce and Cindy 
serving with high school youth for 16 years, and 
has brought them the privilege of serving as 
God-parents for eleven of God’s beloved      
children! 
 
When not at church Bruce can be found out on 
the bay in his boat the “Tapocketa two”.  Sailing 
is “good mental floss,” he says. Many a     
Thursday while Cindy is in choir, Captain Bruce 
(along with other CTS members who serve on 
his crew) can be seen racing his sailboat!  He 
confesses that he has a problem with toys.  He 
has a long list of motorized vehicles-cars,      
motorcycles, bicycles, even some that fold!- with 
which he plays at home.  He is nearly finished 
restoring his Karman Ghia convertible.  He’d be 
happy to tell you  more about his “problem” if 
you’d like to ask! 
  
 
God has gifted  Christ the Servant with wonder-
ful people.  Go meet some of them! 
I look forward to YOU being among the next 
four featured here.  Respond to the call! 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

                     The World Church & Parish  

For Allison Sutton as she continues her mission work in 
England. 

That peace may replace our global cycle of violence and  
government leaders might work on behalf of all people 
regardless of ethnicity or religious orientation. 

Those in the military, for their safety and safe return home, 
especially, Steven, Kyle, Kendall Seli, and Neil Wood.  

Hope and healing in the lives of survivors of family violence, 
and a change of heart for the perpetrators of such vio-
lence. And for those around the world who are persecuted. 

April service teams and coordinators. 
Bishops Chris Boerger and Mark Hanson for your guided 

leadership. 
Interfaith Coalition as we use our resources together to do 

mission. 
For our Sisters and Brothers  

Nancy, for peace and strength as she battles Ovarian Can-
cer. 

Stasa Minter & Family for strength as Stasa recovers from 
complications for a past aneurism. 

Edna Fischer, friend of Ruth Glaser, for recovery from a year-
long leg infection. 

Sally, friend of Jeanne Brotherton, for God’s grace & healing. 
Ryland Hamilton, uncle of Bert Lederer, for strength and heal-

ing as he is ill. 

Helen Chionis, sister-in-law of Mary Hess. She is battling  
cancer. Please pray for her recovery and healing. 

Rebecca Thomas for medical concerns. 
Ida, mother of Sally Holloway undergoing medical tests. 
Keith Blecker as he undergoes cancer treatment. 
Phyllis Segren for strength as she recovers from surgery and 

for relief from pain. 
Kenn Hermann & family, mentor of Dave Westerlund, for 

praise of thanksgivings for a positive turn in his medical 
condition. 

Meegan Moore, sister of Mary Ann Merrill, and Meegan’s par-
ents, Richard and Marilyn Moore.  Please offer strength 
and guidance to Meegan and family. 

Health, Healing, Peace, and Hope  

 

Cal Bekman 
Kathy Brog 
Bill Broughton 
Yvonne Donelson 
Pat Dwyer 
Lois Ferry 
John Grebe Sr. 
Patty Green 
Joni Hall 
Barbara Hanlon 

LaDonna Henninger 
Dick Hess 
Jim Highhouse 
Bert Lederer 
Jennifer Loi 
R.J. Losleben 
Erma MacKinnon 
Ken Markem 
Charlene MacKenzie 
Jim McKenzie 
Connie Myers 

Laura Nugent 
Marjorie Robison 
Nathan Rosenquist 
Ernie Segren 
Pam Spangler 
Bob Stewart 
Marian Yunghans 
Bob        Bobbi 
Derek     Harry 
Mirna 


